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Women's World Day of Prayer

Informed Prayer,
Prayerful Action
On the first Friday of March many of our congregations will be taking part in, or hosting,
a Women's World Day of Prayer service. The WDP movement works all year round and the
service in March is the annual celebration in more than 170 participating countries, bringing
people of various races, cultures and traditions to share together in worship and prayer.
The origins date back to the 19th century when Christian women
in the USA and Canada, in spite of strong opposition from allmale mission boards of the time, felt that they should be coming
together through prayer and be more involved in mission both
home and abroad. THEY HAD A VISION OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.
In 1926 women distributed copies of their worship service to
many countries and mission partners and the World Day
of Prayer came into being! Today we are the largest
ecumenical women's movement in the world.
After the Second World War there was a growth
in the movement and an International Executive
committee was elected to oversee the work
worldwide. Every four years representatives of
every country's national committees gather in a
different area of the world.
Themes and countries are selected for the services and
each country's writing group then prepare a service to send
to the International Committee to then be translated into over
1,000 different languages and dialects.
The work of our own national committee meets throughout
the year in London, attends Regional Preparation Days from
September to February and a concentrated residential

conference in November when groups work on the service
material, music, children's material and service, Bible Study
material, country information and the beautiful publication of
Together in Prayer with its Prayer Anthology.
We want younger women to feel part of the movement to take
it into the future. The Young Women's Conference last
year was a tremendous success and combined social
and prayerful times. Another one is planned and I
would urge any of our younger women to apply
to contribute a Moravian presence!
The National Committee
makes grants to
Christian charities for
projects both in the UK
and worldwide. Sadly, the
needs exceed the available
funds but we do our best to respond
to as many as we can. During the year
over £300,000 was sent as core
grants, project grants and donations
to disaster appeals. Information is
given in the service material and
Together in Prayer publication.
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Editorial
The founding of the Moravian
Church in 1457 which we
mark on the first Sunday in
March is always a time for
thankful reflection. As an act
of thankfulness each year, we
take up a special offering for
the work of the Moravian Church in
some part of the world. This year the
offering is to help subsidise the cost
of the Mission Conference to be held
in Cape Town, South Africa. You can
read the full details in the letter from
Br Bøytler below.
At first reading this is not the most
emotive call for sacrificial giving in our
congregations. There are many calls
for our money and I recognise that
what people give is limited. But
personally, I believe that Mission is at
the heart of where we have come from
and should be at the centre of what
we want as a Church.
Perhaps I am biased, because I was
sent by the British Province to the first
Mission Conference in Miami in 1994.
It was a faith changing time for me
and for many who attended. I went
from a culture and Church I knew and
understood to another culture to meet
with Moravian Christians from across
the Unity.
I learnt that the Church is full of
different expressions and opinions and

facing many challenges. To
meet, pray, discuss and
plan with Moravians from
the Czech Republic,
Honduras, and South
Africa, expanded my
horizons and opened me
to a God who was so much bigger than
I had ever realised and to a Church
that was multicultural and multilingual.
The verses from Revelation 7:9: '…
from all races and tribes, nations and
languages, standing before the throne
and the Lamb' became a reality for
me.
We are so lucky as Moravians to be
part of a Church in which we can have
such cultural and faith exchanges. We
can share in conferences and
consultations across the world or
simply travel to faraway places and
find a welcome, simply because we
are Moravians. Giving to the Unity
Prayer Day Offering this year will make
it easier for brothers and sisters from
much poorer parts of the world-wide
Church to attend the Mission
Conference and to benefit in the way
I did. It will also hopefully sharpen our
sense of mission to a world that needs
to hear the good news of the love of
God shown through Jesus Christ as
much today as it did in 1732.

Sr Sarah Groves

As we prepare for each Day of Prayer we
learn about the lives of the women who
prepared the service and through the
Bible study we come to understand better
what the theme for the year means. This
year's service is written by the women of
the Philippines and the theme is 'Am I
Being Unfair to You?' (Matthew 20:1-16).
As they began to write this service in 2013
Typhoon Haiyan struck the Philippines
and caused destruction and loss of lives,
so our prayers are needed. Life in these
islands goes on despite the natural
disasters and very difficult living
conditions. They go on in faith and with
the support of prayers that will be shared
around the world.
Through Women's World Day of
Prayer, women are encouraged to:
• be enriched by the faith
experience of other Christians;
• become aware of the situation of
women in other countries;
• share hopes, fears, joys, sorrows,
opportunities and needs and pray
with and for them;
• turn prayers into positive action.

Sr Wendy Hopcroft
Moravian Representative for the Women’s
World Day of Prayer National Committee.

Unity Prayer Day Offering 2017
To the Provinces of the Worldwide Moravian Church, Unitas Fratrum
Greetings in the name of our
Chief Elder
The Unity Mission Conference 2017 is
planned to be celebrated on November
15-20, 2017 in Cape Town South Africa.
The theme is: Moravian Unity in Mission:
Giving Heed to God’s Call in the 21st
Century.
The Unity Mission Conference will follow
up on the 1994 Mission Conference in
Miami, Florida and the 2001 Mission
Conference in Herrnhut, Germany. The
aim is to see Moravians from all over the
Moravian Unity, who are active in the
Christian mission through the Moravian
Church, come together for mutual
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inspiration, prayer and worship, for
learning and for identifying the way
forward in mission for the Moravian
Church, globally and locally in the 21st
Century.
Mission has always been our Moravian
identity. Our unity is foundational to our
mission and our testimony to the Gospel
of Christ. With increasing diversity within
our church, how do we continue to walk
together in mission? In what ways might
‘how’ we do mission be changing? Those
are some of the questions the Unity
Mission Conference 2017 will address.
Prior to the Mission Conference will be a
Missiological Consultation at the same
venue as the main Mission Conference.

The hope is to have about 200 Moravians
meet in Cape Town, preferably with all
Unity Provinces, Mission Provinces and
Mission Areas represented.
In order to make it possible, the Unity
Mission and Development Board has
decided that the Unity Prayer Day
Offering 2017 is allocated the Unity
Mission Conference 2017. The money
will be spent subsidizing tickets in order
to make it possible for Moravians to
attend the conference.
Thank you for drawing the attention
within your constituencies to the Unity
Prayer Day Offering 2017
Grace and Peace

Rev. Dr. Jørgen Bøytler (PhD)

Sr Joy Raynor
at a meeting
of Christian
Forum for
Safeguarding

All the fun of being a
safeguarding advisor
That title may be a bit tongue in cheek but it is an
important job and one I am keen to get right. So
what does this involve? Where do I start? What do
I put in, or miss out?
For most of you I'm the person who comes and tells you how
to keep the church safe and encourages you to follow the
guidance in Safe Space. You may have attended my training
for church committee members and learnt a little about what
is expected of trustees, and those with devolved responsibility.
The training is quite narrow and really only covers putting a
safeguarding policy in place and a little exploration of what
that means. The aim is to get you thinking about safeguarding,
not just leaving it to those working with children and young
people. I have heard someone say 'we don't need a policy; we
don't have children in our church'. Part of my task is to discourage
this and empower you all to think safeguarding is everyone's
responsibility, and part of our Christian responsibility to those
in contact with our churches.
Training is an important part of my role and I hope it is
interesting and gives you food for thought as well as basic tools
for dealing with incidences, challenges and keeping everyone
in contact with the church safe. Preparing for training youth
and children's workers stretches my imagination sometimes as
the message doesn't change much but I need to make it relevant
to the trainees, interesting and not too repetitive. Too often,
organisations hit headlines because procedures haven't been
followed and I'm very keen that doesn't happen to the Moravian
Church.
Writing, rewriting and adding to Safe Space is an ongoing piece
of work. The PEC have the unenviable task of reading what I
write, correcting it (although sometimes spelling mistakes still
slip through), and approving it for publication to the church. I
find this part of the job one of the most difficult as the language
needs to be precise, orderly and comprehensible, and I want
Safe Space to be a document you can easily read. This does

mean that it is much smaller than many other denominations'
guidance, and doesn't cover every eventuality, but I am at the
end of a telephone if you need advice and guidance.
The world of safeguarding is moving all the time. When I first
came into post nine years ago, it took about 10% of my time;
that has increased to be about 50% now, and could be more.
Conferences and reading help me to try to keep up. It is a
constant challenge and I'm always left feeling I need to know
so much more. However I do what I can and rely on my
ecumenical colleagues for support.
One of the most valuable uses of my time is attending the
Christian Forum for Safeguarding meetings four times a year.
This is a group of national safeguarding advisors from all
denominations. The group include people leading large teams,
working alone or having safeguarding as well as another role.
The churches represented vary from large (Church of England
and Roman Catholics) to tiny (us and the Lutheran Council) but
the issues are the same for everyone, it's just the scale that
differs. Working to a common standard we aim to make all our
churches safe places. It is a place we can explore similar issues
and share resources. At the last meeting, it was interesting to
note that several denominations were considering what training
congregational Safeguarding Advisors need - something I've
been thinking about too. At these meetings we usually have a
guest speaker from an outside organisation. These help us to
think about a particular aspect of safeguarding.
So, is safeguarding fun? Not really but it is important that
everyone in the church is safe, the young, the old, the vulnerable,
the fit and the sick. Those working with vulnerable groups need
to know how to keep those in their care safe as well as being
aware of how things can go wrong and what to do if abuse is
suspected or disclosed. Together we can make our churches safe
places for everyone.

Sr Joy Raynor
Provincial Youth and Children's Officer
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© Br Joachim Kreusel

Ladakhi Colloquial Bible Translation Ministry

The Priority of Prayer
290 years ago a remarkable cycle of prayer started
in the Moravian Church. It probably did not sound
that remarkable at the time but its duration and its
outworking were life challenging and life changing.
On 27th August 1727 24 men and 24 women agreed
to pray for the new settlement of Herrnhut. Each man
and each woman took an hour and prayed whilst the
rest of them worked, ate or slept.
There were so many issues affecting this new
settlement. They had just undergone a profound
religious experience and the consequences of this
wrought changes in the lives of those who were
part of it. There was hostility from those outside
of Herrnhut to the worship of the new community
and dislike of its leader, Zinzendorf. Herrnhut itself
was composed of a mix of people of different
backgrounds who were living and working together
and inevitably there were questions about what future direction
they should take and how were they to follow the Lamb. Prayer
was the way they chose to work a way through these challenges
and problems. And the resulting Prayer Cycle was what became
known as the 'Hourly Intercessions'.
It is argued that these prayers, offered up each hour of the day
and night, led to the burning desire to make Christ's salvation
known to those without hope across the world. Passionate prayer
for men and women to know the love of God and his call on
their lives is as much a part of our Moravian heritage as lovefeasts
and liturgies.
This year we are being asked to make prayer a priority again.
We are asked to join with many other Christians in the UK and
across the world in a new wave of passionate prayer from
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The Hourly Intercessions depicted
in Sculpture Trail at Herrnhut
© Sr Sarah Groves

Ascension Day, 25th May, to Pentecost, 4th June, this year. 'Thy
Kingdom Come' is a wave of prayer that started with the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York but is drawing in Christians
from many other traditions. The ten days between Ascension
and Pentecost were marked by the disciples by time in prayer
and worship. The Bible recounts in Luke 24:51 that: 'While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.
52Then they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the
temple, praising God'; and in Acts 1:14: 'They all
joined together constantly in prayer, along with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers.'
The aim of 'Thy Kingdom Come' is that people
will be transformed through prayer by the Holy
Spirit and will gain new confidence to be witnesses
for Jesus Christ. During this time we can pray as
individuals, as families, in small groups and in our
Churches, in fact with whoever we want to and in what ever
way we want to. We certainly have plenty to pray for, for people
to come to faith in Jesus Christ, for growth in our congregations,
for courage and wisdom in our own faith, for our Provincial
Board and the British Province, for the Moravian Church in other
provinces, for Churches near us and for our local communities.
It would be so good for Moravians to be a people of passionate
prayer again as our forebears were in times gone by.
More information on 'Thy Kingdom Come' and other resources
can be found at: www.thykingdom.co.uk, where you can also
pledge to pray. There will be more information about this in in
the April and May editions of the 'Moravian Messenger'.

Sr Sarah Groves

It has been observed that without the Word of God in the hands
of the believers in a people group, the church usually dies out.
Our Moravian missionaries (late 1800s) and Moravian brethren
in Ladakh understood this well and translated the New Testament
into Tibetan/Ladakhi early on and printed the whole Bible in
1948. This translation was in the prestigious and literary style,
which was not only the established means of writing (though
the people conversed in the vernacular), and understood by the
educated over a wide area in the Tibetan world. The translation
served the church well for a number of decades and does so
even now to some extent. But societies and socio-linguistic
demographics change over the years. In Ladakh, Urdu, the state
language and later Hindi, the national language, and later still,
English, the 'empowering' language gained prominence,
becoming today the desired medium of instruction in schools,
relegating literary Ladakhi as a language subject among its own
people.
Ladakh is situated in the northern-most tip of India, in the
middle of the western Himalayas, bordering Tibet on the east
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on the north. Politically it is
under India. But in almost all other respects it is closer to Tibet
and Tibetan culture. Leh, the capital city, lying at an altitude of
11,500 ft. (3,500 mts.), with winter temperatures falling to
below 30 degrees is geographically and climatically akin to
Tibet. In fact, Ladakh has been called Small Tibet or Western
Tibet. Ethnicity, language, religion, culture and other aspects of
the Ladakhis are very much similar to that of the Tibetans.
Ladakhis number about 150,000 living mostly in the district of
Leh. (Although some count the 160,000 living in Kargil district
as part of the larger Ladakhi people, but the language differs
and most of them are Shia Muslims.) The majority of the
Ladakhis follow Tibetan Buddhism, about 15% are Muslims
(both Shia and Sunni). Christians number about 250.
Colloquial Ladakhi was spoken and still is spoken in homes,
meetings and market places. It is still a robust language; people
take pride in it. But it is not 'written down' in the spoken form.
As in almost all communities in the Tibetan Buddhist world, a
diglossic situation exists in Ladakh also. Because of the difficulty
of learning literary Ladakhi and combined with the 'pressure'
of other languages, changes in reading habits were felt in the
church too - members were increasingly using the Urdu, Hindi
and English Bibles - but none of them were fully understandable.
In such circumstances, a need was felt to have the Word of God
translated into Colloquial Ladakhi - in the 'heart language' of
the people - not only for the spiritual building-up of the church
members, but for evangelism and outreach purposes. Previous

generations of Ladakhis during the time of the expatriate
missionaries and local evangelists had mostly heard about Jesus
and the Gospel, but a new generation had come up who hadn't.
Initially it was felt that the translation should be done purely
as an Audio version - the primary reason being that colloquial
Ladakhi was simply not 'written', and in view of anticipated
opposition, mainly from scholars and monks, if it were written.
(In the past there had been opposition and demonstrations
against Rev. Eliyah Phunthsog when he tried to simplify the
spelling system. In the recent past, an education reformist had
started a bi-lingual magazine in vernacular Ladakhi and English.
After a few issues he was forced to shut it down, again by the
same set of people!) However in order to record the Scriptures
in audio, the translated text had to be put down in a written
form! Moreover, as we later learnt from Translation agencies,
there were several processes that had to be followed if we
wanted a good translation, and these processes could only be
achieved efficiently if the translated drafts were written down.
So we decided that we might as well have the Scriptures (initially
the New Testament) both in audio and in print.
The initial challenges were several - first of all, how to write
down Colloquial Ladakhi when there was no standardized way
of writing or spelling, so we felt that purely vernacular words
should be written phonetically, whereas words which are also
used in the literary language, the spelling would be kept in the
standardized literary form if the pronunciation was same or
very close to the written form. Literary Ladakhi spelling uses a
lot of silent prefixes, consonant stacks, and follows irregular
spelling conventions. Secondly we decided to use word-breaks.
Literary Ladakhi/Tibetan uses syllabic-breaks but not wordbreaks. This poses a great hindrance to new learners, and there
are very few people even among the learned who can read
fluently and with the right intonation. Putting in word-breaks
has made it easier for our people to read the New Testament
books that we have printed. Despite this break-away from
tradition, thankfully, to date, we haven't had any backlash from
the wider community, though quite a few of the printed books
have gone out to our Buddhist friends. Thirdly, the limited
Ladakhi vocabulary (about 5000 words) was a challenge in
translating biblical terms. But if the Ladakhi people are to be
reached for Christ, these challenges had to be overcome by
God's grace. Little did we know that there would be further
challenges.

Br Joseph Kundan and Sr Zhidey Kundan
Translators, Ladakhi Colloquial Bible Translation Ministry

This article will be continued in next month's issue.
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A Conference on
Moravian History and
Music in Bethlehem
Scholars and those interested in Moravian history and music
met in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania last October for the Fifth
Bethlehem Conference on Moravian History and Music to explore
the latest research on a wide range of topics related to Moravian
history and music from the fifteenth to twenty-first centuries.
The three-day event, hosted by the Moravian College, contained
a packed itinerary of lectures and concerts. There were
performances of Moravian music and papers presented by
scholars and musicians from the U.S., Canada, Germany,
Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland,
England, Australia, Argentina and South
Africa.
Opening with a reception in the
Moravian Archives on Thursday, the
themes of the conference were '275
years of the City of Bethlehem, its
music and history' and 'Moravian
encounters with friends and strangers'.
Over forty lectures and performances
were given during the conference, with
sessions devoted to: Moravian Music
and History Through Revolution and
Civil War; Early Moravian Encounters;
Moravians in the Modern World; Moravians in South Africa;
Moravians in Labrador; Moravians Making Music in NineteenthCentury America; Moravian Education in a Global Context;
Missions and Missionaries; Medicine and Music; Digital History;
Anniversaries and Constructing Moravian Identity; Moravians
in Global Imagination; Moravian Liturgics and Memoirs; and a
Roundtable on the Current State of Moravian Music Research.
On Thursday afternoon, Katherine Carté Engel, associate
professor of religious studies at Southern Methodist University
in Dallas and a leading scholar on Moravian History, presented
the prestigious Walter Vivian Moses Lecture in Moravian Studies
on 'Reconsidering Bethlehem and the Violence of the American
Revolution'. Since 2001 the annual lectures have been published
in The Hinge so this lecture will be the subject of an upcoming
issue. Later that evening, a wonderful concert to celebrate 275

Lancashire District Conference
Moravian Archivists from around the world

© Sr Claudia Mai

Years of Music in Bethlehem was performed by Central Moravian
Church Choir and Unitas Chorale, with instrumentalists and
organ.
A banquet was held on Friday evening in Luckenbach Mill, where
the David A. Schattschneider Award of Merit was presented to
Rev. Dr. C. Daniel Crews, the retired Archivist of the Moravian
Church, Southern Province. The Schattschneider Award is given
every two years as recognition for 'promoting the study of the
history, theology, and mission of the Moravian Church.' Rev. Dr.
Crews started at the Southern
Province's Archives in 1991, and
published numerous booklets on various
Moravian historical and theological
topics. For the 550th Anniversary of the
Moravian Church he wrote 'Faith, Love,
Hope, a history of the early Moravian
Church'. With the current Archivist
Richard Starbuck he translated and
edited 6 volumes of 'Records of the
Moravians among the Cherokees'.
On the final afternoon, the 159th
Annual Meeting of the Moravian
© Moravian College
Historical Society was held where a
special lecture was given by Dr. Paul Peucker, Director of the
Moravian Archives in Bethlehem: 'A Family of Love: Another
Look at the Economy and the Beginnings of Bethlehem'. The
meeting concluded with a reception at McCarthy's Red Stag Pub.
Prior to the opening of the Conference, Moravian archivists from
around the world also met in Bethlehem to discuss current
projects and plans for the future of the archives. The meeting
was hosted by the Moravian Archives Northern Province and
included Paul Peucker and Thomas McCullough (Moravian
Archives, Bethlehem); Claudia Mai and Olaf Nippe (Unity
Archives, Herrnhut); Gwyneth Michel, Barbara Strauss and David
Blum (Moravian Music Foundation); Lorraine Parsons (Moravian
Archives, London); Richard Starbuck and Nicole Crabbe (Moravian
Archives, Winston-Salem).
Sr Lorraine Parsons
Provincial Archivist

Update on the work of the Friends of Athelstan Museum
(FOAM) at Malmesbury
A few months ago an article was
published in the Moravian Messenger on
how the Friends of Athelstan Museum
were attempting to renovate, restore and
convert the former Moravian Church at
Malmesbury to further the work of our
local museum. It seemed to arouse some
interest, indeed some very kind people
even sent us donations, so we thought a
progress report might have some appeal.
Much of the intervening period has been
spent fund-raising; the local community
of Malmesbury has been very supportive
and generous. It is very heartening to
know that the town is behind you. We
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have also been fortunate to obtain a
substantial and very useful grant from
the European Union. As can be imagined
it was quite a scramble to get it done
before Brexit but we achieved it,
submitting our application with two hours
to spare!

we sent an archaeologist down on a
preliminary search; great excitement and
interest but he in fact found relatively
little; perhaps more will emerge as we do
the renovations. The well does need quite
a bit of repair work - like much of the
building!

We have drawn up plans and obtained
quotes from several builders and we are
now refining those and also talking to
the planners - the Church is Grade 2 listed
so they want to make sure we do it right
- and so do we!

To learn more about FOAM, the Athelstan
Museum and this exciting project please
visit our website at:
www.athelstanmuseum.org.uk; or
www.malmesburyappeal.co.uk.

The church also has a well in the centre
of the floor, which is intriguing. Last week

Friends of Athelstan Museum

Roger Griffin

The Lancashire District Conference was
held at Fairfield on Saturday morning,
8th October 2016 and Br Philip Cooper
opened with prayer and reading of the
text for the day. A special welcome was
given to Br Peter Gubi (Senior) on his first
attendance at the Conference since his
arrival 'up north' in the summer.
The first item on the agenda was the
District Moravian Gathering which was
held for the first time in June and
everyone present agreed it was a very
special day. We held a combined morning
service with all the churches of the
Lancashire District. This was held at
Fairfield as it is the largest venue. The
worship included hymns, a talk, holy
communion, and a lunch. It was a
wonderful time of fellowship and it will
be repeated again on 25th June.
A 'Quiet Day' will be held in Dukinfield
on Saturday 18th March from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. This will be a day of quiet prayer,
discussion and reflection and will be led
by Br Peter Gubi and Sr Jane Dixon.
Two meetings have taken place with the
Greater Manchester Churches Together
group, one at the Bishop of Bolton's
residence and the other hosted by
Fairfield.

The congregations then gave their
reports. Questions were asked of
Dukinfield about the bible study and Br
Peter was happy to report that these are
regularly attended by a small but faithful
band. Most of the sessions involved
watching the Nooma DVDs by Rob Bell
and Br Phil Cooper expressed an interest
in them. Sr Dorothy Evans of Dukinfield
will start a new season of bible study
soon.

ministers involved are becoming wellknown to the staff in the various stores.
They do not wear their clerical collars and
it is felt that this is an aid to open
discussions with people.

Br Phil Cooper reported that evening
worship at Fairfield is becoming poorly
attended and a vote will be held at the
Congregation Council to decide whether
these worship session should continue.
The youth club, designed for children
between the ages of 9 and 14 is
becoming so popular that a waiting list
is being considered.

The 2016 Provincial Synod ran out of
time to present the proposal given below.
It is intended to submit this again in
2018.

Sr Jane Dixon reported two break-ins at
the Royton church and she is awaiting a
visit by the Crime Prevention department
of the Police for advice on deterrents. The
Salem congregation has taken part in a
leaflet drop around the area, welcoming
people newly arriving at a new housing
complex. A Town Centre Chaplaincy
initiative is being run in Oldham, mainly
in the Spindles Shopping Centre, and the

Sr Jayne Clark, the Youth Secretary,
submitted a report stating that two joint
events had taken place with all the District
youth. She is hoping that more ideas
come forward to continue this.

Proposal by Br Peter Gubi Seconded by
Sr Jane Dixon
Be it proposed that the PEC appoint
appropriate persons to assess the
viability/sustainability of the Province.
This proposal is not about shutting
congregations but to discuss whether the
small membership that we have can still
function as a Province.
The next meeting will be held at Royton
on Saturday, 4th March commencing at
9.30 a.m.

Sr Sue Selby

Musings from the Midlands

Life is a four letter word
Looking through my back copies
of 'Messenger', I can find
nothing on four letter words, so
I think it's time to put that right.
Firstly about those four letter words.
When I was growing up (late Paleolithic)
they were used sparingly, and never in
the presence of women or children. They
were bar-room, factory floor words and,
for most people, to be used rarely and
possibly only in times of great pressure.
Things have changed! They have become
commonplace and seem to be used
almost as punctuation. After many years
working with young people words don't
shock me but I do feel saddened that our
language is becoming lazier and cruder.
There are, of course, many other four
letter words in English and my favourites

are the words 'love' and 'free'. 'Free' is
certainly the best 'F' word in the
language. I can't resist free offers, free
gifts or free passes. There's a certain thrill
in getting something you haven't paid
for. There are those who say that there
is no such thing as a free lunch but they
haven't been to our local Hindu temple!
However, the most important four letter
word has no equals. Love makes the world
round, loves laughs at locksmiths, love is
better than wine, love makes all hearts
gentle. Music is the food of it, we count
the ways of it, we know it will find a way,
we compare it to a red, red rose - but if
you love me you had better love my dog.
The sayings about love abound and quite
rightly too, it is, I believe, the strongest
force in the universe. It can push men
and women to do things that they would
never think possible, it can change lives

and it can give life. It inspires the best
poetry and popular songs.
The best thing is our God loves us. Isn't
that amazing? The all-powerful loves the
powerless. Loves us so much he was
prepared to die for us, is prepared to
forgive us for all the things we do wrong,
prepared to treat us as brothers and
sisters.
And it gets better! What do we have to
do to deserve this love? Nothing! It's free.
We don't deserve it but he gives it to us
anyway. My two favourite four letter
words combined, 'free' and 'love'.
Finally, if you've got love, give it away.
Free. It will come back with interest. To
me, that is (insert four letter word here)
amazing.

Br Blair Kesseler
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Congregation News
Our Christingle service took place in the heart of
Chelsea on December 18th. In spite of being a small
congregation, visitors and guests meant that we
were a lively group of worshipers including a number
of children eager to take part. For some of us, this
was one more in a long line of Christingle services
over our lifetimes; for others, such as Rosie Flemmings
who was baptised last year, it was the first. Many of
us took part in an eclectic retelling of the Christmas
story with Br Edwin Quildan showing amazing acting
ability by taking on both male and female roles!
Now that the New Year has arrived, the first phase
in our historic Tudor wall restoration project will begin
in earnest with a pilot designed to establish the most
effective methods. As the stewards of this significant
site for Moravians and for Chelsea residents, we are
pleased to see this work get underway.

Sr Cynthia Dize
Fetter Lane Correspondent
Rosie Flemmings at her first Christingle
© Br Andre Flemmings

Brockweir
O Christ, who art the Light and Day,
Thou drivest darksome night away!
It has been a topsy-turvy twelve months with property and
financial concerns worrying the congregation. Fundraising
has been a major priority and in November 2016 a small
repair to the Sunday school kitchen became a major
problem, as all the kitchen floor joists and floorboards had
to be replaced. Having raised money we were able to proceed
but other priorities had to be put on hold. We are however
grateful for all the financial help we've received from villagers
and friends alike.
It has not, however, been all doom and gloom and plans
and preparations for Christmas went extremely well. The
Christingle Service, Festival of Lessons and Carols, and
Christmas Day Service led by Sr Patsy Holdsworth, Sr Carol
Ostler and Sr Sue Groves respectively, were all well attended.
The Nativity Walk was the best ever with over 80 adults,
two donkeys and children in attendance. Br Paul Holdsworth
stepped in at the last moment to play King Herod and he

was uncannily realistic. Refreshments were again provided
by out 'Mystery Moravian' from the North, who must by
now be sprouting wings!

Christmas is such a wonderfully
busy time in Gracehill, with
everyone sharing a feeling of
real anticipation. The Season
began with our atmospheric
©
'Carols
by Candlelight' in the
Sr S
a ra h G es
ro v
Church Hall. Sr Muriel Stewart
accompanied the singing and our young
musicians and soloists, before a lovely supper
was served by the ladies. Half of the £360 raised
was given to the Sunday School while the other
half went to the MWA.

The Annual Christingle Factory swung into action
on the 23rd December when 250 Christingles
were made in preparation for the Christingle
Service on Christmas Eve where a packed church
enjoyed the Sunday School's play, the carols and
also 'Stella' the beautiful white lamb kindly
provided by the Clarke Family from Riverside Farm
As always, the church looked beautiful for the
and gently looked after by Mrs Rhebe Clarke during
Christmas Services, thanks to everyone who helped, © S r
es
the service. 'Stella' was even heard to be joining in with
Sar a h Gro v
including the Boys Brigade and the dedicated flower
the singing!
arrangers who worked their magic to create magnificent
Some of our members attended Midnight Communion at St
displays which were gratefully admired by all.
Colmanell's Church of Ireland on 24th.
The village Christmas tree lights were switched on by the
past Principal of the local Primary School to the delight of
The Church Committee was reconstituted with Br John Clarke
the large crowd who had gathered and everyone enjoyed
becoming the newest member. The New Year began with
seeing Santa arrive and scatter sweets around the children!
our Men's Fellowship challenging the Ladies of the MWA to
a quiz, when for the second year in a row the Ladies won.
The Slemish District Women's Institute Choir led their Carol
Better luck next time gentlemen!
Service on Sunday afternoon 11th December and in the
Sr Roberta Gray
Gracehill Correspondent

It was with sadness that we heard in October
of the closure of Healds Green Methodist
Church, a local church we have had
connections with, especially when we were
'Westwood'. But we have been so happy to
welcome to our services some new friends
from Healds Green and pray that they will
find fellowship and love at Royton.

Sr Judith Ashton

© Sr Jane Dixon

Royton
Christmas is now over and we look forward to 2017. The
Christmas Fair raised £1,344.20, we couldn't raise this amount
without the help of family and friends. The Christingle Service
was so well attended (standing room only) so many friends
and family came, some from quite a distance, and how lovely
it was to see them and enjoy their company. Before Christmas
a number of our Sisters enjoyed a trip to Chester where they
had a very tasty Christmas lunch with plenty of time to visit
the Christmas Market or look around Chester. It was good
'get together' time. We started the New Year with a joint
service at Royton with our brothers and sisters from Salem;
what a good way to start the New Year. The collection from
the service went towards the Oldham Foodbank.
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© Br Philip Ashton

evening we had our own Service followed by Carol
singing around the village.

The Sunday School organised a Christmas craft
morning for local children, providing the
opportunity for them to explore the Christmas
Story through games, music and constructive
activities.

A huge thank you must go to Sr Mary Harris for organising
the Nativity Walk but as well as that she organised
Brockweir's first Advent Windows. Twenty-four households
situated around the centre of the village agreed to decorate
a window - often supplying refreshments - as the reveal
took place. The excitement built each night as we wondered
what the theme of the window would be and one
householder actually had a stained glass window installed.
Mulled wine, soup, sausage rolls and mince pies sustained
a regular following of between 20-35 villagers as the event
progressed throughout December. Walkers and visitors
certainly found the windows intriguing and it was good that
the village hall, shop and pub also joined in. It proved to be
an interesting form of outreach to our near neighbours and
hopefully will be tried again.
Brockweir Correspondent

© Sr Daphne McDonald

Gracehill

Fetter Lane

Following the service on 20th November we
held a soup lunch in aid of a charity in
Manchester, Cornerstones, a day centre
providing services to vulnerable and
disadvantaged adults who face a wide range
of social issues including homelessness, poor
mental health and drug and alcohol addiction. During Advent
we displayed a small illuminated tree offering the opportunity
to add a prayer tag to bring our hopes for Advent together.
The prayers were used as part of our intercessions on
Christmas Day and donations received from the Prayer Tree
and from the Soup Lunch raised £196 which we sent to
Cornerstones.
Our Bible Study group meets on the first Wednesday in the
month. We are studying the Five Marks of Mission. Our first
study provoked good discussion around our place in the
community and our obligation to spread the news of the
Kingdom with our neighbours which can sometimes be
difficult when our church building is attacked with malicious
damage and graffiti.

Sr Annie Geary

Royton Correspondent
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© Br Barbara Conway

© Sr Lynda Gulwell

© Kevin Merrett

From Church House
Calls
The Provincial Board are pleased to
announce the following Calls:Br David Howarth has received and
accepted a call to serve the Baildon and
Horton Congregations. This Call will take
effect in September.

Tytherton
Hello all! A belated Happy New Year from us all at East
Tytherton! Time once again for my yearly contribution to
the magazine! Was planning to include a few photos, but
as it's a bit long will leave them for another time.

Nigel Pocock organised a work party with Patsy to clear and
document the burial ground, which had been sadly
neglected. It now looks lovely and there have been many
compliments from Malmesbury residents.

Since my last newsletter we have enjoyed two christenings
here, both planned by the families concerned and truly
happy occasions. On the 7th August we welcomed Ellia
Daisy May Cummings. Patsy Holdsworth took this service
and Ellia's uncle Ben sang 'You'll be in my heart' (Phil Collins)
to his new niece, which was very moving. Afterwards there
was a lovely tea in the village hall for us all to enjoy. On the
14th August we welcomed Oli (Oliver) Spencer Etienne
Merret, (a brother for Dani). Peter Gubi conducted this
service, which was to be his last before finally retiring. The
'Awen Duo' (cello and violin) played 'Jesu, Joy of Man's
Desiring' and part of 'The Brandenburg Concerto' as well
accompanying Lynda on the organ. Oli's father also sang
his own arrangement of 'Morning has broken' on his guitar.
The family welcomed the congregation and guests to a
barbecue in their garden. We used this occasion as a
celebration to thank Peter Gubi for everything he has
contributed to the church and community over so many
years. A tribute to his work was read and a gift of money
given. His tireless devotion to duty was appreciated by so
many. His reassuring presence is greatly missed, but we are
sure he is enjoying a well deserved retirement with his son
Pete!

In June we joined with the village celebrations to mark the
Queen's 90th birthday. We held a flower festival in the
church and invited local organisations to take part. It was
well supported and the church was full of beautiful floral
displays.
Over the past year we have started offering community
lunches once a month to encourage interaction between
the church and the village. We are so happy that this has
been successful and become a regular event for people to
relax and have a chat over lunch in a friendly environment,
On the 20th November we were delighted to welcome
Corrine and Nigel Pocock as church members.
Over 100 people took part in our annual village Carol and
Christingle service. Many thanks once again to Nic Pillow
for organising this very popular event with us and for
arranging the choirs who sang with us and to us so
beautifully. The event, as always, ended with mince pies
and mulled wine in the village hall.
Our thanks as always to all who support us, our minister
Patsy and in particular Paul Gubi, who has offered to continue
to take services for us twice a month, and David Bunney.

We have been delighted to learn that the Malmesbury
church is now owned by the Athelstan Museum. Corrine and

Sr Anne Waldron
Tytherton Correspondent

My Heart
Strangely Warmed

Congregational Register
Baptisms
Samuel Eoin Potter
Louis Alan Fyfe

20th November 2016
29th January 2017

Ballinderry
Swindon

Deaths
Elizabeth Rosa Plumb (Beth)
23rd January 2017
Margaret Wilson (nee Allerton) 22nd January 2017

Swindon
Fulneck

Received into Membership
Gillian Ingham
Richard Ingham
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8th January 2017
8th January 2017

Fairfield
Fairfield

The Lutheran, Moravian and
Methodist Churches are pleased
to invite you to join us for a day
of music, work-shops, academic
discussion and worship.

Saturday 20th May 2017
From 10am to 5.15pm
Moravian Church and School,
Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds, LS28 8NT
Travel is possible by air (to Leeds Bradford
International Airport), road, or rail (to New Pudsey
station: minibuses will be arranged if required).

Sr Lorraine Shorten has received and
accepted a call to serve the Hall Green
United Community Church and the
Leominster Moravian Church. This Call will
take effect in September.
Sr Jane Dixon has received and accepted

a call to serve the Lower Wyke and
Wellhouse Congregations. This Call will take
effect in July.
Please remember Br Howarth, Sr Shorten,
Sr Dixon and their families in your prayers
as they begin new chapters in their ministry.

Change of Phone Numbers
Sr Roberta Hoey's new telephone number
is 020 8248 0561.
2017 Watchword amendment: the
telephone number for Sr Rosieta Burton
should be 01444 483417.

Provincial Diary for March
4 LDC at Royton
MDC at Hall Green
7 Church Service Committee at Gomersal
14-15 PEC, BMB and Estates Property meeting
18 WDC at Kingswood
21 Settlement meeting with local agents at Ockbrook
24 Trustees meeting with the schools at Ockbrook
25 IDC
29 Finance Committee at Church House

1

Ash Wednesday

1

Founding of the Moravian Church 1457

1

St David's Day

Sr Ferdinand
PEC
PEC
Sr Hoey
Br Hopcroft and Sr Taylor
PEC
Sr Hoey
PEC

Dates to
remember!
20 Spring Equinox
25

3

Women's World Day of Prayer
(www.wwdp.org.uk)

5

Unity Prayer Day

International Day of
Remembrance for the
Victims of Slavery and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade

(www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/)

12 Holi - Hindu

26 Summer time begins

17 St Patrick's Day

26 Mothering Sunday

'You see me'
(Genesis 16:13)

is the theme of
Kirchentag
24 - 28 May 2017
What is 'Kirchentag'?
'A mixture of an Open University summer
school, a Bible convention, Taizé, a synod
meeting, the Edinburgh Festival, a brass
band festival for 500 bands, an ideal homes
exhibition and a cup final - all rolled into
one and all going on at the same time ...'
That's how one participant from Great
Britain has described the 'Kirchentag', a
phenomenon that, like the word itself, is
hard to define or compare to anything else.
It is a unique event and a tremendous
experience.
Every two years in a different German city,
about 100,000 people gather together for
five days in May or June, from Wednesday
to Sunday. The programme offers about
3,000 separate events:
• discussions on social, ethical and
political issues, from the personal
to the community and global levels,
including globalisation, bioethics,
justice, peace and the integrity of
creation;
• debates about theology and
experiences of spirituality - in
dialogue between Christians of
different confessions, with people of
other religions and with people from
the secular world who are looking for
meaning, faith or authenticity;
• worship, Bible studies and prayers;
• concerts with classical music, jazz,
rock, pop or gospel, theatre
performances and comedy;
• exhibitions like the 'market of
possibilities'; quiet meditation and
big open-air events.
If you are interested in attending the
Kirchentag, please visit kirchentag.de and
/ or speak to Br Joachim Kreusel.
www.kirchentag.de/english.html

From the Sanctuary
Last summer, I was enjoying a
walk by the River Dove in
Derbyshire, when I came across
a tree that had fallen. By all
expectations, it should have died.
Yet it was resilient enough to
grow again when everything was
stacked against it. Something
inside of it was enabling it to
have a second chance, so much
so, that it was growing from two
places on the fallen trunk, and
will eventually become two trees!
In my counselling work, I have met many
people like that tree. Tragedy or trauma
has affected their life. Their familiar world
has fallen through, and they have been
plummeted into the freefall of
uncertainty and vulnerability. Yet, after
a period of counselling and support,
something inside of them has been
reawakened (the Divine spark, perhaps),
and has enabled them to find the
resources to embrace life again -

sometimes enabling them to live a
'richer' life; not necessarily in a more
material way, but in a way that
encompasses better values or a sense of
greater purpose than before. Tragedy
can often show us what is important in
life.
I see these experiences as 'crucifixion'
and 'resurrection' - when from death,
new life comes. Often (but sadly, not
always) the quality of life that emerges
from the death of the old familiar life, is
better. It's as if the rubble of the old life
is used to build a new set of foundations
for the new life. It is inspiring to witness,
and offers hope to others who are in the
freefall, and hope to those of us who
accompany those in life's freefall. I often
find that witnessing it when it happens
strengthens my faith, and I can see the
importance of the resurrection event to
our Christian faith. People often think
that resurrection is a sign of hope for the
life hereafter; but to me, resurrection
offers hope for life now.

Br Peter Gubi, Dukinfield

Dovedale Hou
Ashbourne, D se, near
erbyshire
More details to

on http://www follow. Look at the house
.dovedalehouse
.org/
Dovedale Hou
se is a resident
in Ilam in the
ial centre loca
Pe
te
groups, youth gr ak District, catering for scho d
ol
oups, students
and parish grou
ps.
© Sr Joy Raynor
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