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Christmas Eve Reflections in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

This year on December 24th, Christmas Eve, a beautiful and
typical Christmas Candlelight Service will be held at the
Edmonton Moravian Church.

This service brings together our congregants, their relatives and
neighbors, as well as visitors from the neighborhood, who have
seen the announcement on the church sign. Since we share our
church with a Korean Baptist congregation, they have been
invited to join us for this event.

The Candlelight Christmas Eve Service is the best attended
service of the whole year. No matter what the weather we can
count on good attendance in church. Here in northern Alberta,
it could be as cold as minus 30 degrees Celsius with a foot of
fresh snow to contend with, but the people will come.

Those who enter the sanctuary will immediately notice that the
worship space has been decorated for this event. The windowsills
are set with electric candles. Advent banners are hanging from
the spaces between the window with the words "Love’, 'Peace’,
‘Joy' and "Hope" as reminders of the topics of the Four Sundays
of Advent. The bountifully decorated Christmas Tree occupies
the space to the left of the chancel. Above and to the right is
a very large red and white Moravian Advent Star. Christmas
decorations are attached to the end of each pew.

From year to year very little changes. You can expect the pianist
and organist to present a season introit of seasonal music to
set the scene. Familiar carols reinforce the Christmas message.

One constant, and a distinctive part of our Moravian tradition
in North America, is to distribute candles during the worship
service to each person in attendance. As the candles are being
distributed, the worship leader explains that the purity of
beeswax candle reminds us of sinless life of Christ.

Following the passing of the candles along each pew, all will be
reminded to hold the lit candle straight up as your neighbor
lights their candle from yours. Members of the fire blanket
brigade are at their posts as a precautionary measure.

A Children's Story often proceeds the Message which includes
an invitation to the children to come forward and join the pastor
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in front of the
pulpit.

Finally, the lights
in the sanctuary
are dimmed,
and the main
event is about to
begin: singing of
Morning Star.
Soloists sing a
line of the hymn
and the
congregation
responds by singing the next.

© Br Steven Brese

In days gone by the soloists were most often children, but over
time this privilege has been shared with adults, singing duets,
trios, or quartets.

As the singing of Morning Star proceeds antiphonally, the
overhead lights in the sanctuary are dimmed. Gradually, as the
candlelight is passed from one person to the next, light
overcomes darkness - a powerful message of the hope found
in the birth of Jesus.

The service concludes with the singing of 'Joy to the World'.
With the singing of the final verse, candles are raised. The
message of Christmas is visibly expressed again.

Every year I am deeply moved by this point in the service. I feel
so connected to the whole church family through this act of

repeating this faithful lighting of the candles. It tells me again
that Christ is the light of the world.

Following the benediction, people linger to
pass greetings on to people who they have
not seen for some time and to newcomers.
Despite the cold outdoors and the darkness
of winter, the joy of Christmas is palpable.

Br Bill Brese

Edmonton, Canada

New Principal at Fulneck
School
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This feels for me like the very first "'adult” Christmas I have
marked in 65 years. It feels bleak and of course it will be in
midwinter. Probably the last Christmas in our beloved family
home of the last 12 years, surrounded by family but with
that empty chair ever present. So many memories and a
recognition that Christmas can be a time of grief as well as
joy, of loneliness as well as companionship.

We are in a time when so many have so little in this country
and many families will really struggle to put on something

special just for one day of the year. Children and adults will
see the false dream that is portrayed on the television and

experience the reality of what can't be afforded.

In addition, the 'Holy Land" of Israel and Palestine is not a
magical place of camels and sheep with stars guiding
travellers from afar and kindly innkeepers offering a warm
stable to a pregnant girl as depicted on our picturesque
Christmas cards. Today it is a place of grief with sorrow and
worry on both sides of the divide. Families are grieving,
bombs have flattened whole communities, tanks bear down,
and water and food are scarce. Pregnant women, just like
Mary, are forced to leave their homes and safety and give
birth in unsafe places without the help they should be getting.

Where would our Saviour be born if he was coming to earth
now? Would he be born into a Jewish family who had lost
family members in the Hamas terrorist attack on the 7th
October? Would he be born into a Palestinian family in Gaza
experiencing the devastating attacks on by the Israeli Defence
Forces. Would he be born to a new Israeli settler family in
the West Bank or to a pre-existing Palestinian family who
have lived there for generations? Or would he be born into

In the bleak midwinter

a family that is struggling in an inner city or rural poverty in
our land?

And where would the angels sing and who would they sing
to? To the soldiers of the IDF, to the dispossessed who have
lost everything in Gaza and the West Bank, to the grieving
both Israeli and Palestinian, to the olive growers, to the
remnant of the Chrisitan population of the land, to those
who even now try to make and bring peace? What about to
those on a picket line or those on the breadline here? I just
don't know!

What I do know is that Christmas is not about happy families,
presents or food, cosy advertising or easy political solutions,
however lovely these things are. It is about God entering
into the mess that is our world and giving us forgiveness,
reconciliation, and hope. Christmas is about celebrating the
fact that God sends his son, Jesus as a helpless infant to be
born into a family under threat, in a disputed and occupied
territory. And it is through this act that real hope comes into
the world.

In light of this as we look at the world
around us or even our own circumstances,
we must not despair. We can join in God's
gift by sharing the good news of Jesus
with those around us; offer and seek
forgiveness; work for reconciliation near
and far; give generously to those in need;
and to spread rumours of hope and
whispers of love even when situations
seem beyond resolution. Sr Sarah Groves

Editorial Team

The Editorial Team (Lindsey, Lorraine and Sarah) wish all our readers a blessed and peaceful Christmas.

End of a Year of Celebration and Recommitment in Ireland

2023 has been a special year for Irish
Churches, during which there have been
celebration and thanksgiving for 100
years of the Irish Council of Churches
and the 50th anniversary of what
became known as the Ballymascanlon
Talks. The Ballymascanlon talks began in
the Ballymascanlon Hotel in Dundalk and
were between some of the Protestant
Churches and the Catholic Church in
Ireland. Over the years the relationships
between the Churches have grown and
developed.

The year started in January with a Service
of Thanksgiving in St Anne's Cathedral,
Belfast for both anniversaries and it
ended with a residential meeting in the
Dromantine Conference Centre, Newry
over the 19th-20th October. The theme
for the service of thanksgiving was "Our
Reconciling Vision of Hope', and this
same theme was used for the residential
meeting.

The residential meeting, formally called
the 'Irish Inter Church Meeting' (IICM)
has developed over the years into a space
for the development of relations between
the churches. Those attending are
representatives from across the
membership of the Irish Council of
Churches, members of the Catholic

Bishops Conference and lay Catholic
members invited by the Bishops
Conference.

Day one began with various speakers
exploring the context around the
Ballymascanlon Talks, including the
priorities, challenges and achievements
of those early years. Fr Martin Browne
(Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity)
noted that: 'As we celebrate 100 years
of the ICC and 50 years of the IICM, we
give thanks for those pioneers who took
risks and endured criticism for doing what
we can do so unselfconsciously today -
meeting together. We give thanks that
we are no longer strangers to one
another, but brothers and sisters, and
friends. Perhaps the hopeful vision for the
future can be one of still greater closeness
- the unity of Christians.” Prof. Martin
Browne OSB.

The last session of the afternoon was a
round table discussion for reflection on
the various speakers and a vision for the
future. The evening ended with a service
drawn together by a Catholic priest and
Presbyterian Minister, accompanied by
a local choir and a Moravian was the
preacher.

Day two of the conference began with
Lutheran Morning Worship and then Rev

Dr Donald Watts (Presbyterian Church in
Ireland) sharing the positive
accomplishments of IICM and its
initiatives over the years, noting that "we
are involved in a dynamic movement
rather than a static structure’.

A panel then considered current
challenges to our vision of a more
connected Church in Ireland, as well as
areas offering opportunity for closer
relationships and collaboration with ICC
Vice-President Bishop Sarah Groves, Rev
Dr Heather Morris (Secretary of
Conference for the Methodist Church in
Ireland) and Dr Damian Jackson (IICM
joint secretary). The last session of the
morning acknowledged our failures over
the past years and looked at how we
might do better in coming years.

Website: www.irishchurches.org
You can follow the Irish Council of
Churches on Twitter at @irishchurches

The co-chairs of the Irish Inter-Church
Meeting are Bishop Brendan Leahy,
Catholic Church, and Bishop Andrew
Forster, Church of Ireland and ICC
President.

Megan Ross, ICC Communications Officer,
and Sr Sarah Groves, ICC Vice-President

A letter for Church Service Sunday to the members
and friends of the Moravian Church - British Province

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Feelings and moods affect us all to some
degree. Happiness is difficult to achieve
and may come suddenly and
unexpectedly, but most people are
content to drift happily as long as they
are not depressed or feeling sad and
angry.

Anger is something that seems to be very
prevalent at the time of being invited to
write to you. Anger about all manner of
things - but often seemingly petty and
insignificant. Some we know have a
continuous anger, we might call it a
burning anger, which easily leads to
mental health problems as they are
consumed by negative thoughts. Blocking
negative thoughts may help our mental
health but is hard to do and uncontrolled
anger soon leads to fury which then
becomes rage which leads to nothing
positive. I was so glad that President Joe
Biden urged the Israelis ‘'not to be
consumed by rage.’

Itis recorded in all four Gospels that Jesus
had occasion to be angry. And perhaps
that gives us a good guide, for there are
things about which we should be angry

in a positive way today. On my list I would
have things like warfare and wastefulness,
indifference to the needs of the poor and
lonely. Racism, religious intolerance and
the treatment of women in all countries.
Fundamentalism and the promotion of
feelings of guilt. There is need for our
generation to listen to the theologians
and to re-think our theology, teaching
and what we believe. Change has to
come and needs to come quickly for the
good of the Church and its Gospel
message.

I remember being angry, and being
ashamed of it, some seventy years ago
when the God I was trying to serve, kept
reminding me that he wanted me to
serve him as a minister in the church. This
feeling of resentment and anger at his
call continued while in the Royal Air Force
until I said to God well ok T will serve you,
but it will be in your strength and with
your support.

I am so grateful that with God's help and
the support I have had from my wife,
family and friends, I have been greatly
helped; and to all you Brothers and Sisters
I say thank you today for helping to make
my life so full and interesting.

I still believe that in the church there is a
need for anger but there is an even
greater need for love and all the other
gifts of the Spirit as St Paul puts it in
Galatians 5/22 & 23 'love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness and self control.’

We have had many special church
campaigns and projects over the years
to support and encourage the work of
the Church. Project 32 is the current
programme which needs wholehearted
support. However, the church still needs
committed people who are willing to
serve as ministers. The church needs
people who may sometimes be angry
but who are always full of love. Men and
women, who are ready to be trained, are
invited to join the team of dedicated
leaders who are serving the Lord in so
many wonderful ways today. The need
is great. Would you consider offering to
serve in the ministry of the church ?

All good wishes as you consider this
request.

Br John McOwat
Ep. Fra. Bishop of the Unity

What's on in your area for your

families and young people?
Here are the events in December:

Lancashire London

Sunday 10th December
- Fairfield Moravian
Church have a Nativity
Service at 10.30am.

Sunday 24th December
- Fairfield Moravian
Church Children's

Advent.

Sunday 3rd December -
Fetter Lane Moravian
Church have a child-friendly
family Communion at 3pm
to mark the first Sunday in

Saturday 16th December -

Midlands District

Saturday 9th
December - Ockbrook
Moravian Church
invites you to Coffee
and Mince Pie in the
Lecture Hall from
10.30am. All are

E%vefeas'? ng Hornsey Moravian Church welcome.

ristingle Service at has Family Lego Club from _—
3pm. 10am-11.30am aimed at UL S
Monday 25th December  children up to 11 years old Sunday 17th

- Fairfield Moravian with a guardian or adult December - East
Church Christmas Day family member. Cost is £3 Tytherton Moravian

Service at 10.45am.
Bring along a Christmas
present if you want!

sibling).

Every Thursday - Fairfield
Moravian Church runs a
Tots Time 10am-2.30pm
in the College (under 4s
with an adult).

per child (£2 per additional

Every Tuesday in December
- Hornsey Moravian Church
has a warm space welcome
from 1pm to 4pm with
refreshments, games and
puzzles. All are welcome.

Church have a
Christingle service at
10.30am.

Sunday 24th
December - Swindon
Moravian Church
have a Christingle
service at S5pm.

Below is a list of events that have been sent to us for the month
of December. If you look at it and see that your family/youth
event is not advertised please contact Sr Claire Maxwell so she
can collate the information for the month of January for you in
this space. Her contact details are:

claire.maxwell@moravian.org.uk. Sy Claire Maxwell PYcC

Yorkshire

Saturday 2nd of December - Cake and
Coffee morning at Horton Moravian
Church from 10am-12 noon with
provision for pre-school including nursery
rhyme singing and drawing. Halal snacks
available. All welcome. Suggested
Donation £2.50.

Saturday 2nd December - From 4pm
Lower Wyke Moravian Church Christmas
Light Switch on and Christmas Art
Competition with Prizes given.

Sunday 17th December - Lower Wyke
Moravian Church Carols and Storytelling
of the Christmas Story through Artwork
(from the Christmas Art Competition on
2nd December) at 10.30am. All Ages
welcome for this accessible service.

Every term-time Friday - Lower Wyke
Moravian Church hosts Adventurers for
those aged 9-13 years of age from 7pm-
8.45pm. All are welcome. Subs are £1.50
each week for tuck.
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In Project 32 we are calling the church in
the British Province to become a
HEALTHY church, one of QUALITY that
is worth being part of, and so to become
SUSTAINABLE for the duration of the
21st Century. Part of the essential
foundation to achieve this is prayer. To
help focus the whole province, we are
organising a National Day of Prayer and
Consecration for everyone to volunteer
to join in meeting God and each other
in this important work together. It will be
on Epiphany - Saturday 6th January
2024,

Today, we want to reflect upon a powerful
metaphor found in the Bible, that of an
eagle. The eagle is mentioned numerous
times throughout scripture, often
symbolising strength, courage, and
renewal.

Isaiah 40:31; '‘But those who hope in the
Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint." This verse is a promise of
the renewal and strength that comes
from placing our hope in God.

The eagle is a magnificent creature. It
does not escape the storm by seeking
shelter; instead, it uses the wind of the
storm to rise above it. The eagle has a
unique ability to lock its wings in a fixed
position which allows it to take advantage
of the strong wind currents. This is a
powerful metaphor for how we can
approach the challenging storms in our
lives.

Currently we face the challenge of
renewing our church and for some of us
that can feel overwhelming. But just like
the eagle, we can learn to use these
storms for our benefit. We can use them
to rise above our current circumstances.

How do we do this? By placing our hope
in the Lord. When we trust in God and
rely on His strength rather than our own,
we can overcome challenging obstacles.
We can rise above our circumstances and
soar like an eagle. As we look forward to
6th January, we want to consider
CONSECRATION - setting ourselves apart
for God's use, to face the storms and
challenges of the future, and learning to
be victorious through riding on the wind
of the Holy Spirit's power and energy.
Faith provides us with strength and

Project 32:

Rising Up Like the Eagle

resilience in the face of adversity. It gives
us the courage to persevere, even when
the situation seems hopeless. This
resilience can open up new possibilities
that we might not have seen if we had
given up. We commit and consecrate
ourselves to persevere in God's purposes.

The eagle also teaches us about
PERSPECTIVE. From its vantage point
high above the ground, it sees things that
are not visible from a lower level. Similarly,
when we face challenges, we need to rise
above them and see from God's
perspective. God's perspective is always
bigger than our problems. He sees the
beginning and the end. He knows what
we are going through and He has a plan
for us. When we see from His perspective,
our problems become smaller and we
gain confidence to overcome them.

From now and specifically in January, we
should pray for a new CLARITY of Vision
- a new heavenly perspective from which
we see our situation with energised faith
and renewed confidence in God, which
leads to HOPE.

Lastly, eagles go through a process of
RENEWAL. There comes a time when
they must retreat to a mountaintop and
shed their old feathers. This process is
painful but necessary for their survival.
Similarly, there are times when we must
go through a process of retreating in
order to advance.

We must shed our old habits, attitudes,
and behaviours that are not serving us
well. This process may be painful, but it
is necessary for our spiritual growth. As
we renew ourselves in God's presence,
we gain new strength to face the
adventure of the future. Let us pray for
renewal, that God will awaken and
change our heart's CAPACITY - getting
rid of old thinking and behaviour, with a
new capability to co-operate with what
the Holy Spirit is saying and doing.

In conclusion, let's prepare carefully and
intentionally for building a healthy church
for the 21st Century. Let us strive to be
like the eagle by using this focused time
of prayer to rise above our circumstances.
Let us gain a new perspective by seeing
from God's viewpoint. And let us go
through a process of renewal so that we
can grow spiritually to become a healthy
church to the glory of God.

Mark 6th January 2024 in your
calendar, and let's use the time to renew,
gain a new perspective and build capacity
for change.

Important Project 32 Dates and
Activities

Prayer; contact Peter to get monthly
prayer fuel to focus your prayers for
Church health in our 'Church Health
Energisers' prayer sheet.
(peter.dornan@moravian.org.uk)

If you missed the 'Introduction to
Project 32 and NCD Webinar’ on the
26th October, we have the video of the
session for all who would like to catch up.
Use the link below - you will need the
passcode.

e URL address of the Introductory
Webinar video:
http://bit.ly/p32NCD

Passcode: project32!

e NCD Pot-Plant video:
https://bit.ly/NCDPotPlant

(don't need a passcode).

Church Health Surveys; through
December to March, we will be
approaching congregations to ask all
who attend regularly to help complete a
health survey. It will only take 20 minutes
and can be completed online or on paper.
Watch for further details.

Church Health Coaches: we are looking
for more mature Christians who could
help facilitate the health development
process for each congregation. Training
will happen shortly. If you, or someone
you could recommend for this role would
be interested, contact Peter Dornan or
Stephen Maxwell. (stephen.maxwell@
moravian.org.uk) for a job description or
further information.

Holy Habits; continue to participate in
our spiritual

disciplines project
to aid personal
and corporate
helpful change.

Peter Dornan
Project 32
Coordinator
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National Day of Prayer and Consecration

As a British Moravian Community our request to turn to prayer
on 6th of January may come for some with some mixed

emotions. There will be excitement for those who find prayer
accessible and easy; trepidation, perhaps, for those who struggle.
There may be a wonder regarding how we can shape a whole
day into prayer by those who find praying beyond a few

moments at a stretch (Don't worry. I know materials are coming
out shortly). There may be a curiosity concerning how setting
aside this day may invigorate our numerically declining church.

Historically, as Moravians, we have a rich history to draw on in
the way prayer has fundamentally encouraged our brothers
and sisters in times when the church was at a turning point in
its history. Our most prominent prayerful moment that springs
to my mind has to be the unceasing prayer that began only
two weeks after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 13th August
1727 on the residents at Herrnhut. In a way, a new prayer life
began for us on 27th August 1727 as it is on this day that we
see the beginning of a custom of prayer that still inspires us
today - that of Hourly Intercession (Fries, 89).

To undertake such a commitment the Moravians of the moment
in Herrnhut must have felt this time of prayer was absolutely
necessary for the furthering of God's work. It makes us wonder
if even a large single church today could ever think about doing
similarly to that community of Moravians at Herrnhut as it is
such a commitment. People had to work together to ensure
that morning and night-time was covered - a whole blanket of
prayer over the workers for God at Herrnhut and in turn the
world. It is truly inspiring and incredible if we take a moment
to imagine the effort involved. However, [ believe it is this level
of dedication and the valuing of the role of prayer that in turn
produces the fruit of which we are now the benefactors of - a
rich and diverse church across the Unity and the British Province.

Without this focus on prayer in 1727 I wonder if we would have
seen the expansion of the Moravian Church as a channel through
which God's love was communicated to all across the globe.
We see in the years that follow a rich missionary work emerging
out of Herrnhut with the practice of the Lovefeast, another
prayer-filled service, at the forefront of this endeavour.

Now, we are being encouraged to turn to prayer once more.
The Moravian Church in the British Province is deliberately
treading a new path as it walks this ten-year commitment to
Project 32. It is a vision that requires no less dedication than
the people of Herrnhut gave to their work. Our calling as a
church is to ensure we are hearing and obeying what God is
asking of us now as a community of Moravians. Holding this
belief, I encourage us to draw on the wisdom of the past in
planting ourselves firmly on the path of prayer so that we too
can seek God's love and know where we are being called to
channel it. This is @ moment for a new chapter in our history.

[ encourage us all to put 6th of January in our diaries as a day
of prayer, praying as we can, not as we can't and prioritising
a day where we might be re-energised by God through which
to work God's purpose out for the
coming years.
Sr Claire Maxwell
Minister at Horton and Lower Wyke
Moravian Churches
References:
Fries,A. L. (2003), Customs and Practices of
the Moravian Church, Laughing Horse
Graphics: Doylestown, PA.

Consecration of Sr Rhoinde Mijnals-Doth

The first woman to be consecrated a Moravian
Bishop in the European Continental Province
(ECP) was Sr Rhoinde Mijnals-Doth on Sunday
22nd October at Zeist Moravian Church, in the
Netherlands. I was delighted to be invited by
the (ECP) to share in this wonderful and
hopeful occasion.

SrRhoinde is the Moravian minister in Utrecht.
She was born in Curacao, grew up in Suriname
and came to the Netherlands in 1987. Here
she studied theology and is involved in refugee
work, among other things as chairwoman of
SKIN (Samen Kerk in Nederland), an
organisation of migrant communities and
involved in woman's work and ecumenism.

The Church in Zeist was packed for the service
as guests from all the congregations in the

After the consecration service there was a
short break and then a Lovefeast began. The
Church was so full that only buns could be
served, no tea or coffeel The hymns in the
Lovefeast were many and varied, old and new,
some in Dutch, German, English and
Surinamese and one in the language of
Curacao. It was such a joyful multicultural
occasion.

At the end of the Lovefeast Sr Rhoinde and
her family greeted the many guests and
members of the congregation whilst the rest
of us mingled and chatted to friends old and
new. I loved meeting a gentleman who was
so proud of his Men's Fellowship tie that he
had purchased a number of years ago on a
visit to British Moravian Churches. I also had
the joy of meeting Br Renold Pansa again -

Netherland and ecumenical friends gathered  © Evangelischen Briider-Unitct Hermhuter Briidergemeine

together. The service was also livestreamed so that members
from the rest of the province could share in the day.

The consecrating Bishop was Br Theodor Clemens, and he was
assisted in the consecration by Br Humbert Hessen, Br Renold
Pansa from Suriname and myself. Br Theodor preached on
Micah 6:8 ‘He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.” The service included
congregational singing and modern pieces, performed by a
joint choir of the parishes of Utrecht and Zeist.

we had last met in Suriname in 2000 during
the Unity Seminar. I have good memories of him showing us
round Suriname with such pride.

Wonderful refreshments were served during this time, and no
one wanted to leave! It was such a privilege to attend this
consecration and I am so grateful to the ECP for inviting me to
share in this.
Sr Sarah Groves
Bishop of the Unity
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PYCC Fundraising for

Summer Camp 2024

PYCC, through discussion at our meeting
in Belfast, planned to undertake some
fundraising for our 2024 Summer Camp
which will take place on Monday 29th
July to Friday 2nd of August.

As a group we decided on trying to get
to 100,000 collective steps over a
weekend. The date set was the weekend
of the 16th and 17th September with
the thought being that there will
hopefully be decent weather for walking.

Our team was made up of: James
Woolford, Lol Wood, Alishbha Khan,
Rachel Hamilton, Claire Maxwell and Joy
Raynor. We had the support and prayers
from our wider PYCC as we made plans
amongst ourselves - ranging from walks
up mountains, walks in America (James
was on Sabbatical) and local parks.

As a team what motivated us can be
summed up really well by Sr Lol Wood
below:

' think having been part of last year's
summer camp team, it felt important to
ensure that as many people who wanted
to come, could come to Summer Camp
2024. The joy, laughter, experience of
trying new things and new food plus the
chance to make new friends is something
everyone should be enabled to try.’
Furthermore, I can indeed agree with her
when she says, 'It made walking the
mountain a lot easier thinking about all
the good memories from Camp 2023.’

Lol and I got through eight Wainwrights
on our Saturday walk with our Sunday
steps being minor in comparison as we
both had rather sore legs! Sr Alishbha did
some really good steps on her park walks
over both days, as did Joy in her local
area. Br James was rather impressive with
his commitment in the heat of America
to add a solid number of steps each day.
As a collective we walked a massive
116,859 steps over the weekend.

Our goal was to raise £450 as this was
around the amount we spent on food for
Summer Camp 2023. This then became
our target figure in the hope that it would
go along way towards a healthy budget
for Summer Camp 2024.

We are really overjoyed to say that to
date so far we know we have raised £840
with many of you who have donated
filling in tax forms that mean we are able
to claim back tax. The donations have
been wonderfully generous, and it has
reminded us how good Moravians and
friends are at offering support for
Summer Camp.

Sr Joy when asked said that this
fundraising is about "enabling those who
wouldn’t get the opportunities to go
away with young people usually to go to
camp, and take part in this great
Moravian event, build friendships, and
relationships with the leaders - these help
glue the church together” and I couldn’t
put it better. We are passionate as a PYCC

of trying to keep our costs low but the
quality of the experience for anyone who
wants to come to summer camp high.
Every donation counts as it really does
help us achieve this aim and if anyone
reading this article wishes to still donate
- please feel you are able using the details
below.

I personally wish to thank the efforts of
all who took part in this fundraiser but
also all the generous donations. We are
in the process of finding our Summer
Camp 2024 'Home' but please
encourage you to put the dates of
Monday 29th-Friday 2nd August 2024
in the diaries of families with children
ages 10-17 years old. We are really
excited as a team for our 2024 Summer
Camp - it will be great!

Any Sponsorship Donations are gratefully
appreciated please send to:

CAF Bank

Name: The Moravian Union
Account: 00023436

Sort Code: 40-52-40

Reference: PYCC (This bit is key
otherwise it's harder to track)

Sr Claire Maxwell
PYCC

Heritage and Ecology at Fetter Lane

Although we are small in number, members of the Fetter Lane
Congregation are the stewards of an historic site of great
significance to the Moravian Church, to the residents of Chelsea
in west London and to British history as a whole. Originally the
home of Sir Thomas More, its ownership passed through well-
known families until Count von Zinzendorf purchased it in 1750
to create a Moravian settlement.

In 2015, with the help of a conservation architect (Murray John)
who had worked for the congregation before, we successfully
applied for an Historic England grant to undertake a pilot project
to determine the best way to repair and preserve the Grade 2
listed Tudor walls surrounding the Close and God's Acre. A few
years and the first half of a pandemic later, we, led by our then
Minister, Sr Claire Maxwell, began to think that any further work
to make progress on the restoration and the general
development of our historic asset, required special focus.

Towards the end of 2020 we held the first meeting of the

Heritage and Ecology working group. We understood that the
group needed to include people beyond the small congregation;
people with skills to contribute and a keen interest in the site
and its long history. With the Minister as Chair, the group invites
people with specific interest and perspective including Murray,
and an historian with links to the Moravians, Ian Foster.

Clear boundaries for the working group are important as the
working group is ultimately accountable to the Church
Committee. Terms of Reference were drafted and ultimately
agreed. The working group is chaired by the Minister and has
a majority of Congregation members.

Together we meet regularly and have developed a management
plan setting out all the areas that need attention - the walls,
the roof of the stable block, the ecology of the burial ground,
its place in history. Importantly, we also consider how to engage
our neighbours in an appreciation of this great local asset.

Sr Cynthia Dize
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Summary of the autumn Yorkshire District Conference
held at Lower Wyke in October

The conference welcomed Br Stephen
Maxwell, who gave a brief insight into
Project 32 - the drive to enlarge the
Moravian Church and make it sustainable
for the future.

Br Maxwell, who is chairman of the
project, said: 'It's not about buildings or
funds. It's about people.’

Project 32 is the mission to enlarge the
Moravian Church and reach out to others
on the 300th anniversary of its founding.

Br Maxwell had listened as each of the
Yorkshire congregations had given their
individual reports to the conference. He
commented: ‘There is great activity in
those reports’ but pointed out an overall
decline in congregation numbers.

He said this called for a new approach,
which he likened to tending to a plant.
He said: "We know a plant needs water,
so we give it water. When we want it to
grow, we give it more water. But if the
plant doesn't grow, do we just keep
watering it?’

He said a plant needed other sources to
flourish, including light, warmth and
nutrients, and urged congregations to
open their eyes to what was needed to
enlarge their congregation.

He said the health of the church and the
quality of its events were vital. He asked
for concerted prayer and for coaches to
come forward to help congregations
achieve their goals.

Br Bob Hopcroft commented: 'We list our
membership as 200 in the district but
the reality is we have a much wider

outreach than the number of followers.'

In other business, delegates heard that
funds from the now-defunct West
Yorkshire Churches Together amounted
to around £30,000 and there was a
possibility this would be given to the
chaplaincy at Bradford University.

Sr Kathryn Woolford asked what was
happening to the buildings at Ockbrook
School in Derbyshire, which has closed.
Sr Jane Carter, of the Provincial Board,
said protracted negotiations were
continuing with a charitable company.

Fulneck School now has a new principal,
Mr Devin Cassidy. The board is said to
have supported the school over the last
few years and the signs are said to be
‘very positive'.

Baildon reported a membership of 18,
with three followers. Their biggest blow
came in May after the church's beer
festival celebrated its 20th year.
Delegates heard the festival was a great
success, but three break-ins followed and
in the last nearly £1,900 was stolen from
the safe. To further worsen the blow, the
insurance claim was rejected.

The church then received two donations
of £1,000, which more than covered the
loss. Money will be spent on fulfilling the
recommendations of the insurers in

making the church and hall more secure.

Fulneck reported a membership of 59,
with two adherents. Congregation figures
show an increase of five, averaging 27
per service.

Pastorally, a visiting team has been set

up to make the lesser-able still feel
connected to the church. The group Who
Let the Dads Out meets every third
Saturday and attracts five fathers and
eight children. Br James Woolford
reported "a year of stronger foundations'.

Br Philip Cooper, for Gomersal, reported
33 members and four followers, one of
whom had been received into
membership from another Moravian
congregation. A Rainbow group and
Guides meet in the church hall.

Lower Wyke has a membership of 30 and
one adherent and noted 'a healthy
number of children’. Mo