
of last year will be mixed. For 
some it was a good year and we 
rejoice with them and we 
sympathise with those for whom it 
was a time of unhappiness.

When the Editor invited me to 
write a New Year greeting for the 

Messenger one of my main tasks 
was sweeping and gathering up 

the millions of leaves that 
have fallen on our garden from 

all the trees next door. While we 
are fortunate to have so many trees 
nearby, the leaves do make a lot 

of work. It helps to make the load a 
little lighter to think that in sweeping 
away the old leaves I am making way 
for the spring bulbs to burst through

It may be the Scots side of my 
ancestry that lays special emphasis 
on the end of one year and the 
beginning of another but I always feel 
it is a time of special significance.  I 
am glad that it is part of our church 
tradition to mark the occasion with 
Watch Night Services and feel very 
sorry for those congregations 
where for various reasons it is 
not possible to keep a service 
around the midnight hour as 
the year changes.     

Fortunately whether we are in 
church or at home we can offer our 
praises and thanksgiving to God for 
bringing us through the past of our 
lives to “this very hour”. Our memories
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the hard, cold ground when the 
time is right. The old has to make 

way for the new, just as one day 
succeeds another. It was Noah who 
heard the Lord’s promise “As long as 
the earth endures, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night shall not cease”. 
(Genesis 8/22)

We are all involved in the daily 
succession of Mondays being followed 
by Tuesdays etc but the big changes 
come (with birthdays?) and when we 
put up our new calendars. There are 
some who would sweep away all the 
old things and begin the year with 
everything new; rather like the vision 
of a new heaven and a new earth where 
John hears the one seated on the 
throne say “See, I am making all things 
new” (Rev 21/5). A picture of a perfect 
world!  That has not yet come about. 
The world is far from perfect. There 
is much to be done and much that we 
can do. Is there something that you 
can do to make the world a better 
place in this New Year? The Psalmist 
encourages us to sing a new song to 
the Lord (Psalm 96) and we are 
encouraged by what is happening in 
some of our congregations by way of 
new ventures in worship etc. We are 
urged to live in hope. We should retain 
the best of the old to blend with all 
the good and exciting new things. 
Come what may in 2008 we may be 
sure “God is all sufficient for the 
coming year” (Hymn 579)

God bless us all in our work and 
witness for him in 2008.

From one of our bishops, Br John McOwat,

Thoughts for the New Year

YPMA Secretary Paul Greenhough looks 
forward to the coming year
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A word from the Editor

The problem is that I have to be writing this in the 
week before Christmas but you will be reading it in the 
New Year. With all the fuss/excitement of Christmas 
going on, how do we turn to thinking about the New 
Year? Perhaps it helps if I, and all of us, remember that 
for Christians, every year is to be understood and lived 
in the light of Christmas. And that is both a blessing and 
a challenge.

For the Church, and for us a s individuals, that means 
that God who came to us in Jesus is still with us, a 
companion on the way, guiding, strengthening, upholding. 
That surely is blessing.

The challenge is to be open to his presence and leading, 
faithful to his calling, so that along with all other Christians 
we may be today the Body of Christ, part of what someone 
has called “the healing minority” in our troubled world.

I don’t think it is scare mongering or self-righteous 
to say that we do live in a sick and troubled society. One 

of the phrases often used today is that Christians should 
be “counter-cultural”, witnessing to another way of life 
than that lived by so many of our contemporaries, where 
selfishness, greed, dishonesty in personal and public life 
are all taken for granted. To be “counter-cultural” needs 
great sensitivity of course and a recognition that we 
ourselves are sometimes part of the problem. But if love 
is at the heart of all we do, the healing, joyful love of 
Christ, perhaps we shall not go far off the track. We 
remind ourselves again that the Church is not here for 
its own sake but for the world and not only to proclaim 
the gospel but to be a sign of the Kingdom, to be the 
Body of Christ.

“Brother, sister, let me serve you,

    Let me be as Christ to you.”

The blessing and the challenge of Christmas are still 
with us as we go forward into the New Year.

Y.P.M.A. has been supporting the building of a Dormitory 
and Library at Lusangi Moravian Junior Seminary in the 
Sikonge district, Tabora, Western Tanzania through out 
2007. I reported earlier this year that the work was 
completed. As far as the Dormitory was concerned this was 
correct but more work was required on the Library during 
2007. The Library will accommodate 60 people and the 
Dormitory 40 girls.

Star Mountain Appeal
The Star Mountain Appeal launched earlier in the year 

has been very successful, raising to date over £1550. The 
response has been overwhelming and the Provincial Youth 
and Children’s Committee and Y.P.M.A. thank everyone for 
their generous donations. If you have not already contributed 
to the purchase of the items that are required at Star 
Mountain there is still time. You can obtain a donation form 
from your minister or from me.

Looking forward to 2008
We are now at the start of a new year, a time to reflect 

on what we have achieved in 2007 compared with what we 
planned to achieve. I know it is easy just to let things happen 
and not plan anything. Did that one week or two weeks 
holiday away from home happen without planning? I don’t 
think so. If you are like me the holiday is planned to the 
last detail.

But like that holiday anything we want to achieve has 
to be planned if it is going to be successful. You cannot 
just let it happen.

So now let us plan on what we are going to achieve for 
Y.P.M.A. in 2008.

We need to ask ourselves what targets I/we should set. 
How can we make sure that we do not fail? What will I have 
to do? What will it cost me, not just money but such things 
as time and effort etc?

Then all we have to do is to work our plan. Not easy I 
know but many things in life that are worthwhile are not 
easy. There will be many things along the way that will 
disrupt our plan but if we are determined to succeed we 
will.

Our early Moravian brothers and sisters spent more 
time looking forward to where they were going than back 
from where they had come and used the wisdom gained 
from previous generations.

So as we look forward to 2008, not just for Y.P.M.A. but 
for Sunday Schools, Youth Clubs and Churches, let us take 
notice of the past; not dwell on it but plan for the future. 
Don’t just let the future happen because if we try to do that 
we might get what we do not want.

End of 2007 year results
If secretaries have not already sent in your 2007 year 

results, please let me have them as soon as possible.

Letter 
to the 
Editor 

YPMA Secretary Paul Greenhough 
looks forward to the coming year

N O T E S

Moravial, 2008
Young Moravians from 16 to 25 are invited to an 

international get-together in the Netherlands from August 
23rd to 31st, 2008.

Those taking part will be chosen by the Provincial Board 
or Youth Board of their country.

The theme will be Live Life in Christ. Those attending 
will be split into work groups to develop the theme in 
various ways. There will be evenings when different national 
groups will be asked to present something of the culture 
of their different countries. There will also be various 
sporting activities and a visit to the Moravian Church in the 
Hague.

More information soon!

Shoe Boxes at Swindon
Moravers Youth Club has been running for 6 to 9 year 

olds and 10 years+. We are finishing this term with Ten 
Pin Bowling on Friday 14th December, for the older ones. 
I'm sure the kids will beat both Marjorie Marchant and 
myself! And a Christmas Party on Tuesday for the younger 
ones.  

Little Scamps Toddler Group will be having its Christmas 
Party on Tuesday with a visit from Father Christmas.  

As a church, including the youth groups, we packed 233 
shoe boxes with toys, sweets, hats, gloves, school supplies 
and toiletries. The Moravian Church in Swindon was a drop-
off and checking point for Swindon churches, schools and 
members of the public. Through out November we received 
over 4300 shoe boxes, which are now on their way to Eastern 
European orphanges, refugees and street children.  The 
local paper ran the story with a photo of the children with 
the boxes.  The children took part in our Shoebox Service 
on 25th November, performing a sketch in a giant shoe 
box!  The head of Samaritan's Purse International, Simon 
Barrington, came to see us. 

Youg People’s Trip
There will be a Young People's Trip to Prague/Herrnhut 

on 14th -17th March 2008 for people 18+.

If anyone is interested they should contact Cassie 
Hancock, Lynsey Kernohan, Andre Flemmings or Zoë 
Ferdinand. Details on the Moravian Youth UK site on 
facebook.com or through Cassie Hancock at  
cassiehancock@hotmail.com

continues over...

MORYAC LEADERS’ 
WEEKEND

11th -13th April 2008

Liven up your youth and 
children’s work!

Bring dynamic ideas to 
your church’s worship!

Energise your groups with 
fresh enthusiasm!

at Shallowford House

Together!Pilgrims

for further info contact Michele Battelle
Brookbank, 8 Main Street, Ambaston,  DE72 3ES 
or email: youth@moravian.org.uk

FOR EVERYONE WHO WORKS 
WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTHFrom Sr Patsy Holdsworth, Kilwarlin/Ballinderry

Dear Br. Editor,
I write in order to thank all those who came to my ordination and those who helped to make it such a special event for me. The cards, gifts and prayers that people sent were wonderful and I was truly overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity of spirit.
I could not have wished for a more moving and poignant service and the fact that so many had come over from England, including twelve members of my family, as well as my father in law Alan Holdsworth, was the icing on the cake. There were also many of my brother and sister ministers and even two of my old tutors came over to share in the occasion.
I feel I must also thank the Ballinderry Congregation for being so supportive to me over the last year and to Kilwarlin, my new congregation for so ably hosting the service. I would also like to thank the various Moravian friends in Northern Ireland, throughout the province and across the world who have been so encouraging over the years.
So thank you all and I hope that it would not be too much to ask for your continuing prayers as I carry on my ministry over here in the Irish District.
Yours in Christ, Patsy Holdsworth

Simon Barrington, head of Samaritan's Purse 

International,  receiving shoeboxes from Swindon.

New dormitory building at Lusangi Moravian 
Junior Seminary, Sikonge
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On behalf of Moravian Youth UK, I would like to thank 
everyone who supported the sale of our Capital Cities Quiz. 
Through sales of the quiz and extremely kind donations I 
have to date received just over £200 and I am aware that 
there is more money coming in.

The winners of the quiz are:

1st place	 David Costley	 University Road, Belfast

2nd place	 Alan Perkins	 Sparkhill United Church

3rd place	 Pat Reid	 Gracehill

Looking back in the Messenger of ten years 

ago, I re-read an article by Phil Lloyd which 

still seems to speak to us today. We reprint 

it, with good wishes to Phyl.

Do we ever know anyone? Anyone? 

Even those nearest and dearest to us? 

Our friends - do they reveal their 

deepest thoughts, fears, worries? We 

meet casual acquaintances and sum 

them up in our minds but what do 

casual appearances reveal? The man 

in the smart suit - looking so confident 

- what is he like deep down? The pretty 

young woman dressed in the latest 

fashion - is that all she thinks about? 

What do we know of her inner 

feelings? The devoted wife and 

mother, looking after her family - what 

do we know of her hidden ambitions? 

Indeed, what do we know of those 

closest to us?

This train of thought was triggered 

by an article I was reading about 

someone who writes so lightheartedly 

and interestingly for TV and has had 

some very funny comedy series. To 

listen to her scripts, you would 

imagine she had had a troublefree, 

carefree life. She has written 

something of her life and that is far 

from the truth.

I am always fascinated by people 

and have lived long enough and had 

enough experience to know not to 

judge. People aren't always what they 

seem. We think sometimes that we 

know people. We make judgements 

so often wrong and mistaken. I 

recently watched the 1997 Richard 

Dimbleby Lecture on TV presented by 

his son, Jonathan Dimbleby Lord 

Nolan, who gave the lecture grew up 

during the second world war and 

remembered Richard Dimbleby as a 

BBC commentator.

His lecture was entitled, 'Public 

Life, Public Confidence'. He reflected 

on his three years as Chairman of the 

Committee on Standards in Public Life 

and argued that the continuing health 

of democracy depended on public 

confidence in the ethical conduct of 

our political leaders.

This Committee was formed when 

people were worried about what was 

happening in public life which seemed 

to have sunk to a point where low 

standards were expected and therefore 

happened. He quoted, whether 

apocryphal or not I don't know, the 

leader of one country who said: "There 

is little crime in this country because 

so few things are evil."

Lord Nolan said the influence of 

home and school and church had 

weakened. The old enemies of greed 

and selfishness are still with us and 

always will be. What are our 

standards? Let us not be too eager to 

judge others but we must keep our 

own standards. He argued that our 

standards are not high enough but 

ended on a note of hope. "This is a 

strong country. Down with sleaze but 

also down with cynicism. The 

continuing health of democracy 

depends on public confidence in the 

ethical conduct of our political 

leaders."

A New Year is a time for looking 

back and looking forward. As 

individuals, we sometimes feel very 

insignificant. What does it matter what 

we think? But the world is made of 

individuals. Right through history 

outstanding individuals have changed 

the world - outstanding not by birth 

or wealth, but by their devotion to 

what they see as right and their 

determination to work to that end.

In a recent article on Everest in the 

National Geographic Magazine, Neal 

Beidleman, a photographer, followed 

Anatoli Boukreev to the summit. 

Rightly or wrongly, says Beidleman, 

"People congratulate you for climbing 

it, which creates a superficial 

separation between you and others. 

But in a deep sense, did the mountain 

make me a better person? No! Yet 

climbers keep coming, not because 

Everest is the point of exploration but 

because it is the path, the ultimate 

route for an inner journey that leads, 

they hope, to self-discovery".

Some may need an Everest to 

discover themselves, but we all have 

our own Everests – something, it may 

be something quite simple or someone 

quite ordinary, who makes us discover 

ourselves. Those who have influenced 

me in the past haven’t been people 

who have hit the headlines but those 

who by their own example and 

convictions have shown me the way. 

We as individuals may be quite 

insignificant but the world is full of 

individuals. So whether it be in high 

office in politics or in everyday 

encounters, let us do our own little 

bit.

Like a stone thrown into water, 

some of the ripples may reach the 

distant shore.

As I see it

Fetter Lane
In November Sr. Cassie Hancock and Br. Andre Flemmings 

led one of the Sunday services at Fetter Lane Moravian 
Church. They both did a presentation on Summer Camp 
and then Cassie talked about her experiences in Honduras 
and at the World Mission Youth Conference at Laurel Ridge. 
Andre talked about the need for more encouragement and 
motivation from young and old for youth work in the 
province. The kind of motivation, no doubt that leads 
ministers and congregations to encourage young people to 
lead or take part in worship or to get involved in the life 
and work of the church as a whole.

...continued!

Irish District
The University Road puppets were on the road again 

this Christmas, taking part in the Christingle Services at 
both Cliftonville and University Road. The youth of the 
district also gathered before Christmas to discuss youth 
work, to share a meal together at a posh Italian restaurant 
and to have what Sr. Emma Kinghan always calls ‘fun times’ 
back at University Road, with karaoke and the increasingly 
popular ‘Buzz’ quiz game. The events of the last year were 
reviewed and plans were made for 2008, including possibly 
another team entry into the Belfast Marathon, after last 
year’s run away success.

Young People at work in the Churches

Moravian Youth UK...

Also another huge thank-you to everyone who helped 
in the selling of the quizzes from our young people to our 
ministers.

The money being raised is going towards two causes.  
Firstly half of what we raise will be donated to summer 
camp funds.  The other half will help fund a trip for young 
Moravians aged 18 and over to travel to Herrnhut, Germany 
from 14th-17th March 2008.  

Keep your eyes and ears out for future fundraising events!

Thank-you for your continued support

Lizzy Mewha (Moravian Youth UK fundraising leader)

Going back to where it all began

For the time being, please send any information about  youth work for 
this page to Br. Paul Holdsworth (paul.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk)

Young people at Hornsey taking part in a concert 
and in the Harvest Festival.Hornsey



I was privileged to represent our Province with Br. 
Hopcroft at the European Regional Conference and European 
Mission Council held in Latvia over three days in September.

Both meetings took up a day each with representatives 
from eight European countries present: Czech Republic 
(Unity Undertaking), Denmark, Germany, Holland, Latvia, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Britain. The conferences were 
based in an old timber mansion house in Ungurmoiza on 
the former estate of Von Campenhausen where Zinzendorf 
stayed on several occasions. This is a wonderful old building 
which has been restored and is used now as a museum and 
conference centre.  

Moravian work in Latvia started again in 1998. The 
Moravian Church Mission in Latvia (BDML) is organised as 
a Diaspora Work under the direction of Br. Gundars Ceipe. 
The main meeting places are at Ringu and Cimza where 
regular gatherings and events are held. Elsewhere gatherings 
take place in apartments and any other suitable place. 
Regular meetings are also held in Riga with the cooperation 
of the St. Paul Lutheran parish.  A new gathering has been 
started in Paraguayan a suburb of Riga. 

We learnt that a Traditional Light fest and Light parade 
was held during Advent in Ikskile with around 200 children 
taking part from all over Latvia.  A summer camp had taken 
place with 300 children during July. A Latvian Textbook is 
produced in cooperation with the Baptist publishing house 
“Amnis”. Around 1800 copies were sold in 2006.

A break was taken on the second day to see the places 
and some of the people involved in the current work. Our 
journey took us to the North East of the country where 
after several hours driving we arrived at the Ringu Prayer 

House. This dates from 1879 and during the communist 
period was converted to housing. By our standards it is 
very basic, but it serves its purpose. We held a short service 
of devotion here before a local Sister provided us with 
coffee. Our Swedish Church has paid for new doors to the 
building and is also financing a new roof. I understood that 
about 6/8 meetings are held here each year. 

We travelled on to Cimze where 
a new meeting place/prayer house 
has been lovingly created by a 
number of brothers over a garage 
on what we would call a small 
industrial site. This is well 
equipped with a kitchen, office 
cum bedroom for overnighting and 
a bathroom. Here a group of 
brothers meet most weeks and 
that meeting has proved helpful 
in dealing with alcoholism. 

Our next stop over 
gravel roads was to 
Grostona where the 
Church is supporting 
via ZZG (Dutch Mission 
Agency )  a  smal l  
community and farm. 
H e r e  w e  w e r e  
entertained to lunch 
and were able to see 
the start of a new wing to create additional living space. 
This is connected with our next place of call, Kalna School. 
Formerly a state school this is now run on Christian lines 
by Br. & Sr.Strazdins. Br. Strazdins is also a Lutheran pastor 
serving four congregations. The school has about 50 children 
most of whom board. They aim to be as self sufficient as 
possible using produce grown at the school and from the 
farm. None of the staff receives any payment other than 
board and lodging. Everyone seemed very happy and a very 
enjoyable concert was laid on for us. All the visitors were 
given a greetings card, and before we left after dinner, were 
each presented with a jar of home-made honey. 

I hope that this gives you a brief insight into the work 
in Latvia. For me it was extremely interesting and encouraging 
to see how they are spreading the gospel.  Could we learn 
something from them?

The DiaryDiane Thornton 
(Lower Wyke) 

writes this month’s
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Beginnings and 
Endings

Beginnings ……. 

As I begin this entry in “My Diary” we are coming to the 

end of another calendar year – but is it the end? We have 

just celebrated Advent Sunday by singing the Hosanna 

Anthem so really it is the beginning, not the end, of another 

season. Advent - the time when we prepare inwardly and 

wait to receive Jesus once more into our lives. As usual the 

next four weeks are full of outward preparations for me; 

Christmas shopping, wrapping presents, putting up 

decorations and the rest – so please don’t come just yet 

Jesus!!  

Celebrations of one kind or another seem to have been 

dominant over the last few weeks. 

Annabel and Lucy have both celebrated their third and 

first birthdays respectively. Lucy’s was a very low key affair 

as Annabel was suffering quite badly with chickenpox and 

she wasn’t up to visitors or party games. At the tender age 

of one I don’t think Lucy was too upset! Having recovered 

sufficiently for her own birthday, Annabel’s party was an 

altogether different celebration – twelve children and 

eighteen adults. The children and mums sang the “Hokey 

Cokey”, “If You’re Happy and You Know It” and all the 

other children’s songs followed by fifteen minutes craft 

work when the children used many kinds of glitter, tinsel 

and fancy paper to make party hats. “Pass the Parcel” then 

preceded a tea of pasta bolognaise, jelly and ice cream. The 

seven dads watched sport on television in another room! 

They did however surface when they smelt the food. Who 

says the age of equality is here! 

There have been several new ventures in our church life 

this year. In particular a fund raising event mentioned in 

my last article which took us to the other side of Bradford. 

It was highly successful in every way and, although it was 

hard work, we aim to repeat it in 2008.  Every one pulled 

together and it seemed that the true Moravian spirit of 

fellowship moved with us from Lower Wyke and spread 

itself around Shipley.   

And Endings

A friend asked me to conduct the Thanksgiving Service 

when her father died in October – a celebration of a different 

kind. It was the first service of this nature that I have 

conducted and, although a great privilege, it was almost as 

traumatic for me as for the family. I have just received a 

beautiful pair of earrings from the family as a thank you. 

I was speechless! However totally unnecessary it was, it is 

wonderful still to be able to buy a surprise for someone 

and know it will be just right. My Christmas present list 

seems to consist more and more of gift vouchers from one 

store or another. 

We closed another era on bonfire night when the touch 

paper was lit for the last time at our friend’s home. For the 

past fifteen years or so they have hosted a bonfire party 

and now the house is up for sale. The numbers attending 

have grown and this year encompassed four generations 

all enjoying pie and peas, parkin, ginger bread and chewy 

toffee to say nothing of the sparklers and wonderful 

fireworks – a real family occasion. The weather was kind 

and gave us chance to sit round the fire until quite late, 

gazing into the flames, reminiscing of years gone by and 

making plans for the future. 

Whether we are at the beginning, middle or coming to 

the end of our lives we can all have our special dreams. As 

I write this Simon is somewhere in Malaysia following his 

dream - his dream of making it big time in the golfing 

world. How wonderful that Ciara, his wife, is with him and 

so supportive! She told me “It was his dream when I met 

him and I would never be the one to stand in his way”. 

When you read this we will know if his dream has been 

realised or has been illusive once more. Fingers crossed!!

Let us hope all our dreams come true during 2008.

Terry Cross (Kingswood and PEC) writes about 
developments in an area of which we know little.

The Moravian Church in Latvia
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Hornsey Moravian Church will be 
celebrating a significant milestone in 
2008

The Church will be observing its 100th anniversary over 
the period from December 2007 to September 2008, under 
the theme of ‘Reflecting-Consolidating-Reaching out’.

A series of events has been planned to mark this occasion.

9th December 2007, 11am - Service of Thanksgiving to 
commemorate the laying of the foundation stone 100 years 
ago with the unveiling of the new replica foundation stone 
& the end of this year’s Alpha Course

19th May 2008 - Variety Concert featuring “Lyra” (Vocal 
Ensemble from Russia)

13th June 2008 - Launch of ‘The Hornsey Moravian 
Church Exhibition’

22nd June 2008 - Family Fun Day

13th September 2008 - Grand Variety Concert, featuring 
‘Choir of 100 Voices’

28th September 2008 - Centenary Service of Thanksgiving, 

Sermon by Bishop Beth Torkington 

We look forward to seeing you at any of these events.

Churches prepare a welcome for “honest 
and challenging” Passion

BBC1 has announced a major drama series on the last 
days of Jesus to be broadcast across Holy Week 2008.  It 
is told from the point of view of Caiaphas, Pilate and the 
disciples. Joseph Mawle will play Jesus and James Nesbitt 
Pilate.

Andrew Graystone, Director of the Churches’ Media 
Council, encouraged the Christian community to welcome 
the BBC’s Passion unreservedly.  He has discussed the 
project extensively with the producer Nigel Stafford-Clark, 
and has seen extracts from the series.  

“This is a straightforward account of the last few days 
of the life of Jesus, told with honesty and passion.  Obviously 
it is a work of drama not theology. It wasn’t conceived as 
an exercise in evangelism.  But it springs directly from the 
story of the gospels. It promises to be the most honest and 
challenging account of Jesus seen on TV in many years.  It 
will prompt believers and unbelievers alike to think about 
Jesus.  We want to encourage and contribute to those 
discussions.”

The Churches’ Media Council has formed a group drawn 
from all the main Christian denominations and mission 
agencies to prepare for the series, which is likely to be seen 
by up to 8 million viewers.  The group will provide briefing 
notes and suggestions for churches on how to use the series. 
 They will also coordinate a panel of speakers who will be 
prepared to discuss the series in the national media.  

“This Easter the whole country will be talking about 
Jesus.  Let’s take a break from discussing the state of the 
church or the finer points of theology!  Instead let’s take 
our cue from this series and focus our discussions on the 
person of Jesus.”

Common Sense on Child Protection
To anybody worrying about child protection issues, a 

new booklet from the Churches’ Child Protection Advisory 
Service will come as a re-assuring breath of fresh air. Help, 
I want to work safely with young people and children       
re-iterates the importance of child protection but suggests 
common sense should prevail over the fear of litigation. It 
deals with questions such as how many helpers should be 
needed to take a child to the lavatory, acceptable ways to 
give a hug to an upset child, and is it safe to apply sun-
cream to a child on a day out at the sea. The booklet can 
be found on the web at www.ccpas.co.uk

Christian Unity
The theme of this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, January 8th to 15th, is Pray Without Ceasing. Look 
for details of services and events in your area

To mark this year’s centenary of the Week, Churches 
Together in England has published a booklet of Biblical 
texts in support of Unity.

“It attempts to locate the search for the unity of the 
Church in the broader purposes of God for the whole 
creation,” says General Secretary Bill Snelson. “Our belief 
is that the unity of creation is deep in the heart of God; the 
Church has its part to play as an instrument and sign of 
that unity.”

The booklet can be ordered free of charge through CTE’s 
website www.churches-together.net or by phone on 020 
7529 8131. 

Can you help?
Sr Gwen Gribble of the St Luke’s congregation, Bedford, 

is asking if anybody has the tune to a verse the children at 
St Peter’s Sunday School used to sing before going into 
classes, c. 1939-48

Christ the teacher cometh to our class today

And the Lord has many blessed things to say.

Who will gladly listen, looking in his face,

Losing not a sentence while he fills the place?

Unitas Estates
23A Fairfield Sq., Manchester.

A 3 Bed (1 double + 2 singles) End Terraced House with 
Kitchen/Dining Room & Lounge, Bathroom, Central Heating 
and Rear Yard. Rent £1260 per qtr. (£420 per month).

Viewing can be arranged with Mr. G. Malvern, 19B Fairfield 
Sq. Manchester. Tel 0161 301 3984.

Applications forms can be obtained from the Unitas 
Agent, Mr. John Forrester, 19/21 Chapel Brow, Leyland, 
Preston. PR25 3NH   Tel. 01772 421 566.  To be returned 
by 25th January 2008.

Shallowford House is set in four acres of 
gardens in the rolling Staffordshire 

countryside, the ideal setting for 
relaxation or, for the more 
competitively inclined, croquet 
and other garden games are 
available. Shallowford House has 
been a popular venue for many 
years. Up to 40 people can be 
accommodated. Places will be 
reserved on a first come first 
served basis.

If you would like a place reserving please complete the Booking Form overleaf and return to:

Paul Greenhough, 150, Hunsworth Lane, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire BD19 4DR

Tel: 01274 872633   Fax: 01274 856351   E mail paul.greenhough@moravian.org.uk

THEME:

The Conference is 
organised by the Provincial 
Renewal Committee. The 
weekend is a time of great 
fellowship, inspiration and 
renewal.

SHALLOWFORD HOUSE, STAFFORDSHIRE

9th to 11th May 2008

Fellowship 
Weekend

TO BE HELD AT

AT THE CROSSROADS

ROADS

THE
AT

CROSS

Cost of the weekend £89.00 per person.

FORM OVERLEAF!
BOOK NOW!

Around the District Conferences

Conference met on Saturday 10th November at Bath 
Weston, a popular venue in terms of distance travelled by 
deputies! Sr. Jackie Morten represented the Provincial Board 
and Sr. Beth Torkington welcomed all to Conference and 
led the opening devotions.

The morning session dealt with congregation reports, 
detailing membership numbers, average attendance and 
signs of hope or problems. This wasn’t all ‘doom and gloom’ 
for congregations are extremely aware of the pressing need 
to attract new members and seem to be trialling new forms 
of worship or attempts at outreach.

Official reports then followed and Sr. Groves the 
Provincial Youth Committee Representative thanked the 
Western District for its continued financial support towards 
Summer Camp. A further £100 was promised for next year. 
Br Paul Gubi ( wearing his many hats) proposed a formal 
motion of thanks from the Western District for the work 
of Sr. Sheila Mitchell (Youth and Children Officer), which 
was carried overwhelmingly. The Social Responsibility Report 
presented by Sr. Power was extremely interesting and 
detailed discussion papers in preparation for a revamped 
newsletter.

 The afternoon session was devoted to a discussion 
entitled ‘The Facts of Life: Ministry in the Western District 
in 2008 and Beyond’. The Moravian Church has changed 
constantly over 550 years and continues to change and 
congregations have to change with it. Sr. Torkington 

explained that from 2008 there will only be 2 serving 
ministers in the Western District, one of whom is a Bishop 
and has additional duties to fulfil. The position of Acolyte 
was discussed and whether this role should be more than 
someone authorised to give Holy Communion. It was debated 
whether the Acolyte could be part of a district team, where 
there is already a serving minister. He or she could be 
chosen by the Congregational Council.

Two questions were then discussed:

1. What is the role of the local church?

It provides contact with the community and worship 
that is open, visible and accessible. It proclaims hope, 
providing resources and pastoral care. It proclaims the 
Gospel and is a place to experience Christ.

2. What is the role of a minister?

A minister is not an administrator; (s)he provides 
sacramental services; interprets the Gospel and has a training 
role. Other roles should be shared by the Church Committee 
to allow a minister to concentrate on the essentials.

The closing Cup of Covenant was led by Sr. Groves and 
the meeting ended with the Grace.

Judith Ashton

WESTERN DISTRICT
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The Art Exhibition and Spring Festival in May were 
superb events, as was the Strawberry Fair in July, all attracting 
numerous friends and visitors, showing that the church 
really is at the centre of the local community. 

In March two of our sisters left Lower Wyke. Sr Marjorie 
Marchant returned to her home congregation of Swindon 
and Sr Dorothy Wilkinson left to start retirement in Bingley. 
Sr Wilkinson and her husband have been caretakers for 25 
years and are very much missed. We wish them a long and 
happy retirement. In November the new occupants take up 
residence in the refurbished flat and we hope that Sr Zoe 
Cooper and her family enjoy living in “little heaven”, the 
term affectionately used for Lower Wyke by one past 
minister.     

The many other social events and weekly activities 
throughout the year are too many to mention. They not 
only keep the church financially afloat but show the 
surrounding area what an active and vibrant church we are. 
We are lucky indeed to have such a wonderful group of 
members.

Diane Thornton

Lower Wyke, Bradford

Please reserve me   		 places 		 Single Room		 Twin Room 	 (specify)

To be held at SHALLOWFORD HOUSE, STAFFORDSHIRE on 6th to 9th May 2008 
Theme ‘AT THE CROSSROADS’

BOOKING FORM

Please specify any special diet.

Name:

Address:

Tel:

Congregation:

Signed:

FELLOWSHIP WEEKEND

Congregation News

July 8th was Wellhouse’s share of the Prayer Watch 
and then on July 15th, another Café Church. The 
puppets have become very popular during these 
services, as have the games and talks, all fun and 
fellowship shared in a different way.

Lauren Anne Wooley was baptised on July 22nd 
and on  September 9th Charlotte Holly Evans was 
baptised by her proud granddad, our minister. The 
next Sunday was Sunday School Prize Giving at Café 
Church. On the 25th it was the Women’s Fellowship 
trip to Shelley Everyone enjoyed lunch and browsing 
round the shop and Garden Centre.

Harvest Thanksgiving was on September 30th when the 
Rev David Hudston conducted the service. It was good to 
see David and Carol again. We had an interesting time 
together, smelling and tasting God’s good gifts to us and 
realising how much we rely on our senses.

On October 14th at Sisters’ Anniversary Sr Betty Hooper 
reflected on sisters who are no longer with us but have 
inspired us and left us with happy memories. It was quite 
an emotional service, but in a good way.

Our bonfire and firework display was held on November 

3rd. I just don’t know how much bigger the event can get 
or how much more food we can cook! But it had a real 
community feel and to top it all there was a profit of £393

The funeral of  Harry Hatfield took place on November 
6th  and that of Sr Dora Haigh on the 7th. Sr Haigh was one 
of the foundation members of the Sunday School Parents’ 
and Teachers’ Association. She also helped to start the 
“Christian Endeavour” out of which came 3 Moravian 
ministers. She was also a member of the Women’s Fellowship 
and MWA.

Freda Micklethwaite

Wellhouse, Mirfield
It is almost a year since I reported Lower Wyke 

congregation news during which time we have continued 
to be extremely active. January saw the launch of our 
monthly Café Church services which have already been 
well documented. But at the same time a new group was 
formed –The Bell Plates – a variation of bell ringing. They 
meet weekly and have great fun learning to play hymns 
and other music to enhance our worship. 

Our services are very varied with Café Church, visiting 
speakers, lay preachers and congregation members all 
helping our minister. In March we welcomed back Sr Janet 
Cooper for our Sister’s Lovefeast and Br David Howarth 
for Church Anniversary in April. The sisters conducted 
the MWA service in September and the brothers celebrated 
Brethren’s Lovefeast in October.

Baptism of Lucy Alexander Thornton

The Sunday School, Adventurers (youth group) and 
Activity mornings held on Saturdays every two months, are 
all flourishing, benefiting from dedicated leadership. 

Several baptisms have taken place this year on which 
occasions Br Evans sported a beautiful stole embroidered 
with faces of children throughout the world.

The pantomime in February was once more a great 
success. The three performances were the climax of several 
months of hard work by many people but worth every 
minute and, guess what, the rehearsals for 2008 are well 
underway!

Summer holiday celebrations - Café Church style!

CONGREGATION REGISTERS

BAPTISMS

18th November 	 Angel Serenity Oroma Benain Owiriwa	 Hornsey

11th February	 Charlie James Hooper	 Lower Wyke

6th May	 Adam John Slater	 Lower Wyke

10th June	 Lucy Alexandra Thornton	 Lower Wyke

25th August	 Tabitha Lilly-Mai Clough	 Lower Wyke

DEATHS

8th October	 Raymond Green (aged 76)	 Royton

19th November	 Silvia Silvera	 Hornsey

WEDDING

1st December 	 Emmestine Hendricks to Ralph Sweetman	 Hornsey
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P R A Y E R  N O T E S

FROM CHURCH HOUSE

Provincial Diary for January

	2	 Church House Office re-opens	

8/9	 Hymn Revision Committee	 Br. Hopcroft 							
Sr. Morten	

15	 Finance Sub-committee Investment meeting							
Br. Cross	

16/17	 PEC, Unitas Estates and BMB meetings								
The PEC	

21/25	 Unity Board Executive meeting at Church House							
Sr. Morten	

22	 Ockbrook School Governors	 Br. Hopcroft	

28	 Free Churches’ Group, Tavistock Square								
Sr. Morten	

31	 Hymn Revision			 Br. Hopcroft							
Sr. Morten

Let us pray,
God of near and far,
we thank you that the wise men crossed boundaries
of territory, culture, religion and tradition,
that these strangers became friends as they knelt 
beside the crib.

God of logic and intuition,
we thank you that the wise men lifted their eyes
above their books, their conscious knowledge and their 
ordered lives,
that these thinkers became dreamers as they knelt 
beside the crib.

God of affluence and want,
we thank you that the wise men brought precious gifts:
gold for majesty, frankincense for contemplation, 
myrrh for suffering,
that these rich ones knew their poverty as they knelt 
beside the crib.

God of stranger and friend, thinker and dreamer, rich 
and poor,
thank you for showing us your nature, your vision, 
your love,
as we too kneel beside the crib.
Kate Compston

Wise men followed the star
Read: Matthew 2 v 1-12
Then, opening their treasure-

chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh

Provincial Youth and Children’s Officer
We are pleased to announce that Mrs Joy Raynor has 

been appointed as Youth and Children’s Officer and will 
take up her post on Monday, January 7. Joy is a member of 
the Anglican Church and lives in Slough. More information 
about Joy will be available shortly. 

Deaths
It is with sadness that we inform you that Br Bob Burd 

passed away peacefully on December 20th at the age of 89.

We know you will remember Peter, Susan and their 
families in your prayers.

We have also learnt that Br Siegfried Hettasch also passed 
away recently. Br Hettasch had been living in a nursing 
home in Canada in recent years.

(We hope to include tributes to these two brethren in a 
later edition.)

THE GIFTS.
The Wise men brought their gifts to be given to a King,
The wealthy one brought precious Gold, that was his offering.
He did not know that to the One, he gave his gift of gold
Had more than all the gifts on earth, more than his hands could hold.

Another brought him Frankincense, a gift for just a priest.
He gave it to the Babe, the world’s high priest until all judgement ceased.
For he was to speak of Saving Grace, and Pardon for penitent men
‘till minds were stirred, and seeking souls found peace in their hearts again.

The third gave Myrrh – an essence pure to inter the holy dead
Did he foresee in some mystical sense, the way this child’s life might be led.
He did not know, though death might come, that Jesus would lead the way
From death’s dark grave to the glorious light of resurrection day.

They brought their gifts, and knelt to see the child who was yet a King
Greater and richer than thrones and crowns, and all that the world can bring
For by his word the Universe – Sun – Moon and Stars came to be
And wonder of wonders – by his word comes grace and forgiveness for me.

For me and for all who come in faith, trusting in his dear name
Pardon and Peace, and a life to live – this is the reason he came.

Mary Parr

to find the baby Jesus
Radiant God, light for all people and all places,

by the guidance of a star you led the Magi	

to worship the Christ Child.

By the light of faith

lead us to worship you in peace and love,	

and guide us in your way.

We pray in the name of Christ,	

Light of the world.

Joan McMurtry


