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Sr. Jackie Morten (PEC) looks forward to the

Unity Synod

and explains its purpose

On Monday 27 July, people from
all over the Moravian Unity will be
flying into Heathrow and Gatwick
bound for High Leigh Conference
Centre, Hoddesdon, Herts. Three
people from each full Unity Province,
one from each Affiliated Province and
Unity Undertaking along with
representatives of the bishops, the
women’s steering committee, the
theological standing committee and
the youth steering committee.

In total there will be 70
synodals meeting together for two
weeks at High Leigh. The reason
that the synod lasts so long is
that much of the time is spent in
committee. Each synodal will be
a member of one of the following
committees: Finance, Ministry,
Mission & Unity Affairs,
Constitutional matters, Church in
Society. Proposals are referred to the
committees for further work and
redrafting. They are then brought
back to the plenary and can possibly
be referred back for even more work.

Working out the Unity budget and
allocating each Province with a
percentage to pay is a work of art in
itself — how can we fairly reflect the
vast range of membership numbers
and national economic strength that
are to be found throughout the Unity?

Barbara Lindley brings us the
writings of MK Ghandi, in

Poetry Unearthed

Sr. Diane Thornton reflects upon

A Successful MWA Day

It is also extremely hard to forecast
the number of events and delegations
that will be needed during the
forthcoming seven year period. This
Synod will have at least 10 more

delegates than the last one and none
of this was budgeted for, leading to
an appeal to MCF for financial help
and even with this generosity, there
is likely to be a shortfall.

The business will be conducted in
English and there will be a translator

from Francis Buxton

YPMA - Returns for 2008

the results so far from
Paul Greenhough

Grandstand View

from David Newman

Hospital chaplains — who pays?

for those Spanish speakers who need
some help in this area. The host
province provides the secretariat and
we are delighted that Sr Hilary Smith
will be acting as Secretary and will
have assistance from Sr Naomi
Hancock and Sr Jean Parker, each
giving up one week to this work. Brs
Bob Hopcroft and Russell Winfield
will each be general assistant for one
week and Srs Lindsey Hill and Gillian
Taylor will both be ensuring that
everything runs smoothly.

Lindsey, as administrative
assistant to the Unity Board, has
spent huge amounts of time
assembling all the paperwork,
making travel arrangements,
issuing letters of invitation for

visas, ensuring that health and
travel insurance is in place. She will
be at Heathrow all day on Monday
27 July, arrivals day, to collect people
together for their onward journey by
taxi to Hoddesdon.

There are very few churches that
have an international legislature and
it takes a real commitment to the
Unity to bind oneself and one’s
province to the decisions taken by
such a diverse body. Yet this is a
distinctive aspect of what it means to
be a Moravian: a willingness to discern
together God’s will for his church.
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continued

The theme for the Synod is
“Discerning God’s mission through
our Unity” and, for the first time, a
designated chaplain has been
appointed to coordinate daily worship
and Bible Study and we are pleased
that Sr Angelene Swart, immediate
past President of the Unity Board, has
accepted this invitation. Sr Beth
Torkington will be preaching at the
opening service and we look forward
to her message for us on that day.

The middle weekend will be free
of business and, as a Province, we
have paid for coaches to take the
delegates on a tour of London on the
Saturday. On the Sunday, there will
be a service at High Leigh in the
morning and then coaches will take
everyone who so chooses to Chelsea
to visit the Close. The group will leave
before Fetter Lane’s service as the
chapel is not big enough for everyone
to fit in!

Br Livingston Thompson will be
visiting from Ireland for the launch
of his new book on the second
Tuesday evening.

So, we look forward to a fortnight
of hard work interspersed with times
of relaxation and fellowship, of getting
to know brothers and sisters from
many different places and
backgrounds, of moving more closely
towards being the mutually
accountable, inclusive body of Christ
that we aspire to be.

Please lift up the Unity Synod in
your prayers, that Synod might indeed
discern God’s mission through our
Moravian Unity and that, through
Synod, the wider church may be truly
blessed.

A word from the Editor

Sr. Lindley has decided to share a piece of prose instead of a poem this month
but | hope you will enjoy it just the same - Ed.

There is an indefinable, mysterious power that pervades everything. | feel it,
though | do not see it. It is this unseen power which makes itself felt and yet defies
all proof because it is so unlike all that | perceive through my senses. It transcends
the senses.

I do dimly perceive that, while everything around me is ever changing, ever
dying, there is underlying all that change, a living power that is changeless, that
holds all together, that creates, dissolves and recreates. That informing power or
spirit is God.

And is this power benevolent or malevolent? | see it is purely benevolent. For
| see that in the midst of death, life persists; in the middle of untruth, truth persists;
in the midst of darkness, light persists. Hence | gather that God is Life, Truth and
Light. He is Love. He is the Supreme Good.

This piece of Ghandi’s writing impresses me with its clear- sighted exploration
of the Divine and how, as human beings, we might apprehend this in our lives.

Ghandi was the remarkable individual who became known world-wide as
‘Mahatma’ or ‘Great Soul’.

He was born in 1869 and began his career as a lawyer in South Africa where
he campaigned for civil rights. He returned to India in 1915 to become their
major political and spiritual leader in the fight for Independence. He pioneered
resistance through mass civil disobedience, founded on the principle of non-
violence, which has inspired civil rights movements throughout the world.

Frequently ill-treated and imprisoned in both South Africa and India, Ghandi
nevertheless refused to hate anyone. He lived simply as a Hindu, often fasting
for long periods of time. He was assassinated in 1948.

The passage quoted above shows the questing, questioning spirit of a man
looking openly at his experience as a human being and finding there a hopeful
belief to underpin his life.

Barbara Lindley

Members of Parliament have been having a torrid
time of late and it is easy to condemn the greed and in
some instances venal conduct of politicians as they are
put to the sword. Not all have behaved badly and some
have demonstrated moral restraint and a due sense of
diligence towards their responsibilities. Amidst the
morass of legitimate and questionable expense claims,
some good news has emerged from the media saturation
and the exploits of Major Phil Packer, stand as a shining
example to a disillusioned public.

Some of you, dear readers, may have run a marathon
or even a half-marathon and | applaud you, but I'd rather
conserve my energy and travel by car or sedan chair
rather than run! Major Packer was injured in Basra in
February 2008 and is now a paraplegic. Having been
told that he would never walk again he visited ‘Help for
Heroes’ a charity which assists injured servicemen.
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Inspired by the work of the charity he decided to
help others and provide information on sports to the
disabled military community and wider disabled
community as a whole. Leading by example, Major Packer
has already undertaken a series of sporting challenges
but he came to public prominence some weeks ago
when he competed in the London Marathon. It took him
two gruelling weeks to cross the finishing line, walking
for two miles each day on crutches and he was spurred
on by other disabled service-men.

It’s a remarkable personal endeavour but it is not
the only challenge he has set himself, for he is trying
to raise £1 million for ‘Help for Heroes.” His commitment
demonstrates so much more, in terms of personal
courage, compassion for others and a desire to inspire
others to rehabilitation through sport. This is a selfless
example of love for one’s fellow man and one which
MP’s and the rest of us would do well to emulate.

On Thursday 23rd April | travelled to Langer airfield and within minutes my
name was called and | was told | would be jumping in 20 minutes. | have to
admit, my family were definitely more nervous than | was. | had to sign my life
away before | jumped but it was definitely worth it for the experience | was about
to feel. The plane ascended to 13,500 feet and the door opened and a gust of
air filled the aircraft. | sat at the edge of the door and jumped out with my
instructor. The sensation was out of this world and | felt like a bird flying through
the sky. | reached a maximum speed of 124mph. As the parachute opened a
feeling of relief filled my body. The descent was fun as my instructor twisted
and twirled my parachute around. | have raised nearly £1,500 for the Treetops
Ripple Appeal in memory of my friend Olive Eagle and have had an amazing
experience. | would advise any one who wants to try skydiving to do so.

Charlotte Flint (Ockbrook)

Response to this has been positive so far but there

is still time to do something to celebrate the 60th

Summer Camp this year. Sr Felicity Shaw from Salem

walked 60 miles, could you? She did it over a three

week period so | think lots of you could have a go. Or

how about washing 60 cars, doing 60 minutes of

gardening for

someone else,

knitting 60 hats

for the shoebox

appeal, keeping

silent for 60 minutes (a real challenge for

some!), the possibilities are only limited

by your imagination.. Let me know what

you’ve done and send your story, with a

photograph if possible to

youth@moravian.org.uk or by post with

the cheque to me. Thank you to all who
have contributed so far.

Saturday 25th July-1st August,
Frontier Centre, Irthlingborough,
Northants

There are still a few places
available for Summer Camp.

If you are interested, email:
youth@moravian.org.uk or
phone 01753 553549

Joy Raynor

This useful book gives ideas and
suggestion for creating space for quiet
prayer and encounter
with God. It can be
used for adult or
children’s groups in a
church, school or
home setting. The 14
suggestions are
illustrated inside the
cover of the book
giving an immediate
visual as to how the
area will look.

Directions for

setting up and using the

spaces are clear and easy to follow.
Preparation and collecting of materials
is required, unless you have a vast
reserve of resources but most items
are cheap and easy to get hold of.
There is also a chapter on using a
labyrinth and making a finger
labyrinth which would be good for
any group wishing to spend more time
in quiet prayer. A useful addition to
the book shelf for anyone interested
in setting up quiet spaces.

Published by Barnabas £6.99
ISBN 978-1-84101-546-0
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NOTES

I have not yet received all the totals for 2008. These are the results so far.

Brown 300 Award
Lilie Burchill

Flux 200 Awards
Gemma Tugwell, Michael Tugwell,
Ashley Tugwell, Hannah Wicks,

Red 100 Awards
Gareth Thomas, Joseph Thomas

Blue 50 Awards
Joseph Bull, Jenny Bull, Samuel
Bull

Green 75 Awards
Leah Osburne, Ella Wilson.

Blue 50 Award
Francesca Higgins

Purple 25 Awards
Joshua Cooper, Amy Backhouse,
Thomas Backhouse.

Gold Award
Hannah Cooper

Flux 200 Award
Claire Drake

Green 75 Awards
Bethany Cooper, Claire
Greenwood, John Greenwood,
Georgina F Cooper, Julia Wood,
Libby N Cooper, Grenville
Greenwood, lucy Horner.

Blue 50 Awards
Molly Clough, Amelia Clough.

Purple 25 Award
Julia Seymour, Diane Thornton,
Leon Enright, Louis Enright.

Gold Awards
Amy Kara Little, Rachel Monds,
Mathew Little,
Heather Little

Silver Award
Jade E Shackleton.

Dark Blue 150 Award
Amy Johnston

We are supplying funds to Tabora to purchase school
uniforms, shoes and pay school fees for the Pastor’s and

Evangelist’s children.

Red 100 Award
Ryley Finlay

Green 75 Award
Niamh Livesey

Blue 50 awards
Alex Broadbent, Michael
Broadbent, Rosalind Broadbent,

Purple 25 Awards
David Costley, Luke Mccartney,
Curtis Mccartney,
Christopher Speers, Sara Speers,
Victoria Speers,
Oliver Mccartney, Darcey James,
Lily Mewha, Naomi McVeigh.

Green 150 Award
Amy Dawson

Red 100 Awards
Elliot Blewitt, Bethany Blewitt,
Emma Wray

Purple 25 Award
Jack Butler

Gold Award
Leah Ingham

Red 100 Award
Angela Horsfall

Green 75 Award
Bethany Anthony

Blue 50 Award
Grace Shorten, Lauren Hare

Purple 25 Awards
Georgina Wright, Francesca
Wright, Lucy Antony, George
Rivers

Gold Award
Ben Shorten

Blue 50 Awards
Penny Clark, Kerry Clark

Congratulation £2753.43 is the
highest total ever collected in
one year by a single branch since
Y.P.M.A. started in 1957

Certificates
Josh Caldwell, David Morrow, Kyle
Dripps, Robin Dripps, Rachel

Beckett, Adam Beckett, Adam
Campbell, Lauren Evans, Ashton
Thompson, Beth Andrews, Cane
Scullion, Craig Simpson, Matthew
Evans

Silver Awards
Ciara Simpson, Lynsay Simpson,
Adam Murdock, Emma Greer,
James Martin, Mark Wilson, Nakita
Thompson, Robbie Murdock

Gold Awards
Ella Dunlop, Ella Henry, Scott
Henry, Lisa Lamberton, Jonathon
Morrow, Sarah Morrow, Jessica
Mccahon, Adam McCahon, Adam
Wilkins, Jonnie Gibson, Margaret
Donegan, Peter Barr, Zach Barr,
Jonny Booth, Josh Erwin

Purple 25 Awards
Amy Barr, Erin Barr, Joshua Barr,
Danielle Douglas, Lucy Douglas,
Vicky Greer, Mark Kitson, Philip
Kitson, Mariah Martin, Courtney
Montgomery. Jane Montgomery,
Harry Mcclintock, John-Lee
O'connell, Emma Weir, Jack Weir,
Owen Johnson, Tre Kenny, Katie
McCullagh, Matthew Wilkins,
Jessica McCullagh, Katie Bell, Alice
Frazer, Anna Wray, Emma Erwin

Blue 50 Awards
Jamie Armstrong, Adam Johnston,
James Johnston, Jane Miller, Stuart
Miller, Robby Bamber.

Green 75 Awards
Aaron Carlisle, Lauren Courtney.

Brown 300 Award
James Harper

Red 100 Awards
Katie Willians, David Williams,
Nicholas Webb, Alice Webb, Emma
Mundy, Sam Munday

Will those branches who have not
let me have their results please

let me have them so that they can
be announced as soon as possible.

children. This will be a two year project.

announce later.

There are other projects being arranged and | will

There is one Pastor per parish with 10 churches in each
parish. There are in the order of 70 to 80 parishes. The
churches are led by the Evangelists.

For Jamaica Y.P.M.A. is doing a joint project with the
Provincial Men’s Fellowship to supply Recorders for school
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Thank you to all those who contributed to the project
for Star Mountain. | am pleased to announce that £3270.41
was donated. This money has now been sent to Star Mountain
for them to purchase the items you donated.

Paul Greenhough

Time to get up early! Time to make sandwiches! Time
to climb into cars, buses, trains or even planes! Time to
travel! Another MWA Day had begun.

This year the hosts were the ladies of the Dukinfield
congregation, expertly led by Sr Glenys Marshall and as the
25th April approached they and the MWA Executive
Committee were hoping that everything had been thought
of to make the day run as smoothly as possible.

“A Time for everything”, the familiar passage from
Ecclesiastes, has been the theme for the Devotional Papers
this year but how do you fit everything into one day — or
seven hours to be more precise?

The beautiful Spring sunshine certainly put a smile on
peoples’ faces and as sisters (and brothers) started arriving
for coffee and registration their smiles turned into peels
of laughter, hugs and Kisses as they greeted friends, old
and new. There were sisters from all over the Province,
170/180 in all.

Thanks to Yew Tree Community School, situated next
to the church, there was room for everyone to settle down
for the singspiration led by Sr Hyacinth Christian.

Sr Jane Hutchings conducted the morning service and
passed on the decisions made at the Central Committee
meetings the previous day regarding the Devotional Theme
and the Projects to be supported financially for the next
twelve months.

Sr Patsy Holdsworth was the guest speaker and it was
good that she (and her husband Br Paul) were willing to
travel from Northern Ireland and spend the day at Dukinfield.
Sr Patsy spoke on the theme starting with the time she
remembers growing up at Wellhouse and how she never
thought there would be a time when she addressed an MWA
gathering of so many including her Mum! She reminded us
that although God sets the time He never allows us to fully
understand everything but that He wants us to enjoy what
we have worked for. He wants us to share fellowship with
each other as He did with his disciples at the Last Supper.

Those sentiments remained for the rest of the day.

Just before lunch there was time to announce the total
amount of project money received over the last year which
at the time of writing stands at £7,393.00.

Lunch time is an opportunity to really get to grips with
news from sisters near and far before moving into
workshops. There was a good choice on offer this year.

Sr Jean Parker gave an interesting talk on the National
Trust, being an official guide for the organisation. Hilary
Rylands, a volunteer from the Stroke Association, informed
her group of the work they do in helping stroke victims
and their families. Very rewarding work and not at all
depressing as first seems. This is one of the charities that
we have supported this year. Some sisters followed our
theme with Bible Study led by Sr Patsy while others chose
to relax with Sr Norma Maynard. Another group made gift
cards for all occasions with Sr Anne Reid and yet more
sisters visited Portland Basin — a small museum situated in
a converted mill in a pretty location by the canal. The
musicians sang their hearts out with Sr Kath Jones in the
church where they were joined by everyone, at the end of
the day, for the Communion Service. We were lucky to have
three lady ministers, including Sr Kathryn Woolford, to lead
communion and although we were rather squashed like
sardines in the church it was excellent that we should end
the day on Moravian soil!

Did we make time for everything in one day? Perhaps
not but, although no-one was born or died, we did make
time to embrace and kiss, to talk and to be silent, time to
join in others sorrows and joys and to hopefully plant new
ideas - may be we even healed old wounds. Most importantly
I hope we found time to save (not throw away) memories
of the day — happy memories of love, peace and fellowship
with our Moravian Sisters.

Thank you Dukinfield for another successful MWA Day.
Here’s to next year! I'm sure God will make time to be with
us on 17th April 2010 at Royton when we celebrate our
60th Anniversary.
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Early on the morning of 16th July, three golfers will step
up to the first tee on the Turnberry Ailsa Course in Scotland,
and the 138th Open Golf Championship will be under way.
Four days later, the 2009 Open Golf Champion will be
presented with the famous claret jug in front of a huge
crowd on the course, and watching millions on television.

Can Padraig Harrington, that quiet family man from
Dublin, make it “three in a row”? Will Tiger Woods be back
at his brilliant best? What drama will unfold as the
tournament progresses?

I always find the Open a joy to follow on TV, not least
because of the wonderful laid-back commentary style of
Peter Alliss. He’s made some wonderful comments over the
years - like this one about Tiger Woods' 81 in the 3rd round
of the 2002 Open Championship: “It's like turning up to
hear Pavarotti sing and finding out he has laryngitis.”

There can’t be many of us who haven’t played a round
of putting whilst on a seaside holiday; or for the more
ambitious a round of “pitch and putt”. | have certainly
enjoyed both with the family. And how | wish | might have
had the time and the patience to have mastered the sport
of golf. I've heard many others say just the same thing. It
all looks so easy when you watch Harrington or Woods, but
when it comes to it, you realise what immense skill and
dedication is required.

When | was teaching, the four of us who ran the school
football teams had an annual round of golf together. Each
February half-term, on a misty, damp and cold morning,
we’d turn up at the local municipal golf course in Swindon.
| think we probably looked a mottly crew. One of the four
had all the gear — new clubs, fancy pullover and trousers,
posh spiked shoes, and had been having lessons (not that
you could tell); two were the PE teachers, who had their
own clubs and spikes, but all of a rather distant vintage;
and there was me, and this was the only round of golf |
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...... (Peter Alliss)

ever played each year. So it was cricket boots for spiked
footwear, and a track suit! | borrowed a bag of clubs from
one of the others, who in turn borrowed a bag from his
father-in-law.

We would assemble on each tee, and drive off. That
would be the last we saw of each other or spoke to each
other until we were all “on the green” together, as our
various tee shots went off in all directions. Even those
standing behind were never safe! The one who looked the
part with his gear seemed to hook everything to the left.
The two PE teachers each played a sound game, though
constantly flirting with the edge of the rough, “shanking”
the occasional shot. And | couldn’t help playing a cover-
drive from every tee, out-driving the other three, but always
slicing into the shrubbery to the right of the fairways.
Needless to say, it was a long morning, but it was all in
good fun, and nobody was allowed to take it too seriously.

I've often reflected on how that annual round of golf
reflects our individual Christian pilgrimages. We're all aiming
at the same target, we know the way that should be followed,
but through our various ineptitudes and foibles, we don’t
always stay on the straight and narrow. We have an example
to model our game on. We have an excellent coaching
manual to follow, but we don’t always look at it properly
or understand it as we should. Many spend a lot of time
metaphorically hacking around in the rough. Some lose
heart and give up the game; others persevere until at last
the ball emerges onto the green. And when we do finally
get there, and sink the putt to complete the hole, what a
wonderful feeling of elation it is.

So in life, keep practising; read the coaching manual;
try to emulate the Master; persevere; and we can all be
winners.

David Newman

In April this year the National Secular
Society (NSS) made a well-publicised
request that Health Minister Alan Johnson
stop funding hospital chaplaincy services
from the NHS budget, i.e. from the tax-
payer’s pocket. Chaplains, they say, cost
more than £32 million: money much
better spent on, say, 1300 extra nurses
or more than 2500 cleaning staff.
Churches and religious bodies should
simply provide their own local ministers
- though only when requested.

Sounds reasonable, doesn’t it? Not
from my 11 years at the heart of hospital
chaplaincy (and for 4 years in the 70’s |
was chaplain in a South Indian hospital:
though that was an explicitly Christian
hospital, therefore funded differently).
Let’s take a look at four of the arguments
used by the NSS.

1. “Hospital chaplains are not on most
people’s list of essential services in a
health care setting.” True, the number
of requests for a chaplain’s visit from
patients on admission to hospital were
very few. But it was remarkable how
many patients, on a chaplain’s regular
ward round, welcomed her or his visit,
and the opportunity it provided them to
talk about the whole of their situation,
not just their neurological condition or
cancer or whatever. A fellow Anglican
chaplain was paying his regular visit to
one of our liver wards. A patient said he
didn’t want to talk: “I'm not religious”.
Roy spent a few minutes with the
neighbouring patient, then felt a tap on
his elbow from the first man. “Sorry, |
couldn’t help overhearing. If that's what
you’re here for, | wonder if | could have
a word?” He feared he was being
approached by a religious zealot. He
found instead that here was a man of
mature spiritual faith who could offer
him time, friendship, and unconditional
respect.

2.“Most of us go to hospital for
medical treatment not for church
services.” Church services in fact play a
small - though significant — part in the
life of a hospital chaplain. (And don’t
forget that in religiously diverse areas
like Birmingham there are Muslim, Hindu,
Jewish etc chaplains in addition to
Christians, so it isn’t just ‘church services’
we’re talking about). The majority of the
chaplain’s day is spent not in chapel but
throughout the hospital, in wards,
intensive care units, with patients and
their relatives, in offices, chatting in

corridors, alongside nurses, doctors,
physiotherapists, porters, cleaners, the
lot. That for me was the great joy of the
job. It wasn’t ‘churchy’, in the sense of
lots of time devoted to the upkeep of
buildings or church administration. It
was very much a Monday to Friday job,
working alongside a great mix of
humanity, rather than separated from
the world behind the walls of a church.
Isn’t that where Jesus would be? — beyond
the church, wherever people are,
especially where they are suffering?

3. “This (chaplaincy) should be part
of the clergy’s regular duties - it should
not fall as a burden on the NHS.” It is of
course already part of any minister’s
responsibilities to visit those who are in
hospital. We welcomed, and cooperated
with, clergy and lay visitors from local
churches. But (a) clergy simply do not
have time to be there (the excellent title
of a book on pastoral care written by a
chaplain): to be visible, known, available
in the hospital setting. And how many
local clergy are willing and able to be
called at any hour of day or night — as
we were — to an emergency, to someone
critically ill or dying? And (b) the NSS
strangely fails to recognise that chaplains
are most useful when they are specialists:
men and women with the training and
experience to be at home in a hospital,
familiar with its geography, routines and
ethos; fellow-employees with other staff
so that they are insiders who are
respected rather than outsiders who are
tolerated.

4. “A hospital should not be a happy
hunting ground for religious
proselytisers.” | absolutely agree, and
proselytising was expressly forbidden
amongst chaplains and chaplaincy
volunteers - and indeed hospital staff as
a whole. Indeed, we had one excellent
volunteer visitor, John, who with his
church hat on would regularly preach the
gospel to the crowds of shoppers in the
centre of Birmingham. But once in the
hospital setting, he absolutely understood
that his role was not to preach but to
listen, to support the patient in their own
spiritual condition rather than to push
the patient towards his own faith. In fact
| believe there was no better way to
communicate the love of God for all
people than by being alongside them in
listening, love and prayer.

So much for some of the arguments
produced by the NSS for withdrawing

state funding from chaplaincy. What
about what they fail to say? For example,
they write as if chaplains’ only task is to
offer religious care to religiously-inclined
patients. Quite apart from the fact that
the majority of our work was amongst
patients who by their own admission
were ‘not very religious’, a lot of our time
was spent with staff: getting to know
them, getting to be trusted enough to be
a listening ear amidst the considerable
stresses and demands imposed on them
by a target-driven NHS. We spent a lot
of time on training: the spiritual
dimension of palliative care, for example;
or medical ethics; or awaydays for staff
on spirituality in health care. This training
was popular and valued by staff whether
they counted themselves religious or not.
Chaplains become members of hospital
committees and planning groups. Some
manage bereavement care services, some
play a major role in staff support, some
belong to ethics committees. None of
this valued participation would be
possible for clergy paying occasional
visits from their own churches.

Are chaplains value for money, your
money, the tax-payers’ money? From my
experience, | firmly believe so. It could
even be argued that they are literally
value for money: that because there are
chaplains, and the volunteer visitors who
work alongside them (we had about 50
in our hospital Trust), with time to listen,
befriend and support patients, many
patients’ recovery time is shortened, thus
saving the NHS considerable sums.
Anyway, the proportion of the NHS
budget spent on chaplaincy services is
miniscule.

Fundamentally, by its funding of
chaplaincy services the NHS is saying
something very important about its
philosophy of health care. It's recognising
that we human beings are not just
machines entering a repair shop when
something goes wrong. We are human
beings, creatures of body, mind and spirit,
whole people who are made for
relationship with each other, with the
world around us and with the Divine
(however you understand that word), and
that hospital care will be inadequate if it
doesn’t recognise this truth by employing
specialists in spiritual care and support.

Hospital chaplains: who pays? You
do (if you're a tax-payer). And you and
| are getting good value for our money!

Francis Buxton

Francis Buxton is the parish priest of St Briavels and Hewelsfield parishes (which include Brockweir Moravian church).
From 1996 to 2007 Francis was Senior Chaplain at the Queen Elizabeth and Selly Oak Hospitals, Birmingham.
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On the morning of Saturday, 14th
March, the members of IDC came
together at Kilwarlin for their spring
2009 meeting. Sr Patsy Holdsworth,
as Minister of the host Congregation,
gave a warm welcome to those present
before leading them in the opening
devotions. The Chairman, Br Derick
Woods, then gave a special welcome
to Sr Gillian Taylor, who was attending
IDC for the first time as the PEC
representative, and to Sr Joan Brown,
who was making a first appearance
as Kilwarlin’s Deputy. The business
proper began with the receiving of
apologies, the adoption of the agenda
and agreement being reached on a
time table for the sessions. The
Minutes of the previous meeting were
then taken ‘as read’ and ‘matters
arising’ dealt with. The latter included
a report by the Chairman on the
District Rally, held at University Road
in November 2008, the primary focus
of which had been placed upon lay
service and at which the laity had been
prominently involved. The attendance,
it was said, had been quite
disappointing though the programme
and its presentation had been very
good and much appreciated by those
had attended. This comment gave rise
to a brief discussion on how we might
stimulate a greater interest in the
District, which in recent times has
waned.

The treasurer’s report was
presented and adopted and it was
proposed and unanimously agreed
that a donation of £100 be directed

Junior School pupils from The Chaplaincy
Club at Fulneck School have raised £500 to
donate to the Moravian Institute in Rajpur,
in Northern India. The pupils presented their
cheque to Rev. Sarah Groves during their
School Assembly in Fulneck Church on

Thursday 21 May 2009.

Alongside a termly cake sale for which
the pupils bake the goods themselves, the

towards the Provincial Summer Camp
Fund. Sr Taylor’s PEC report prompted
questions relating to the financial
implications of the prevailing credit
squeeze and how this had impinged
upon the Province’s central funds. We
were assured that, although the
situation had presented difficulties,
we were still able to cope.

Br Paul Holdsworth updated
Conference on what had been
happening regarding Youth work both
within the District and at Provincial
level. Another successful Youth
Weekend was held at Cultra in
November, with a total of 34 Young
People (ages 9 to 17) in attendance,
including a small contingent from
England. Those attending were divided
into two groups; Seniors and Juniors.
A Youth Club is now held weekly at
Kilwarlin and is being run by the older
Youth of the District. A Youth Club
established recently at Ballinderry
under the Congregation’s patronage
has developed into a community
project being run jointly by Church
members and members of the local
community. Br Holdsworth also
reported on the latest meeting of the
provincial committee and gave an
overview of events proposed for the
coming months.

Sr Hoey’s Social Responsibility
report focussed on the disturbing
events, which had taken place in
Northern Ireland some two weeks
prior to the meeting, when two
soldiers and one police officer had
been murdered by dissident terrorists.

If destabilisation had been the
objective of these acts of terrorism,
then clearly it had failed, since the
outrage had been condemned right
across the board; by politicians of all
persuasions, loyalist and nationalist;
and by the vast majority of the
population, as clearly shown by the
crowds that gathered in towns and
cities, during the ensuing weekend,
to voice their abhorrence regarding
these acts and to demonstrate their
solidarity for the ongoing peace
process and the changes for the better
brought about thereby.

Reports were presented by
representatives to ecumenical bodies
(ICC & ICC Women’s Link) and the
Ministers reported on what local
ecumenical activities their respective
Congregations were engaged in. It was
noted in particular that ICC had invited
Gracehill to host its forthcoming AGM
and that Congregation was currently
engaged in making the necessary
preparations.

The election of office bearers for
the coming year followed and Sr
Taylor was invited to employ her
neutral status by presiding over the
same. These revealed no surprises
since each of the current office holders
were re-elected unopposed.

With the confirmation of the
dates/venues of the next two meeting
the business was concluded and the
meeting was brought to a close with
prayer led by Br Broadbent.

Len Broadbent

Rev Thsespal Kundan, the Principal of the Moravian

Institute attended Fulneck School as a young man.

Rev. Sarah Groves was delighted to receive the
money and said: “The Fulneck Chaplaincy Club have
raised a fantastic amount of money for the Moravian
Institute and | would like to thank and congratulate
the pupils of Fulneck School for all their efforts and

for thinking of others before themselves.”

Chaplaincy Club began an enterprise of buying and selling
Fair Trade goods and met their target of £500 this week.

The Chaplaincy Club was set up 18 months ago at

The children plan to continue with their Fair Trade
enterprises and raise another £500.

Fulneck Junior School and currently has 15 members and
its main aim is to ‘make a difference’ and help others from
around the world. Following discussions with the Minister
of Fulneck Church, the children decided to send their money
to The Moravian Institute School, based in Northern India
after hearing about the school in a chaplaincy discussion.
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Br. Neil Saville of Wellhouse Moravian Church has
established a blog site which features a selection of his
poems. The poems discuss the human condition in the
round and can be found at

www.poems-ajourneywithwords.blogspot.com

The New Testament begins with four narratives of the
incarnate ministry of Jesus known as the Gospels. They are
followed by an account of the origin and development of the
Christian Church, the Acts of the Apostles. The rest of the New
Testament takes the form of a bundle of letters, not in
chronological order but a significant sequence of spiritual
importance beginning with St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans.

C.H. Dodd, vice-chairman of the New Testament panel for

the New English Bible published in 1970, called this epistle, “the
first great work of Christian theology.” This is true, but it began
as a letter probably written from Corinth to an assembly of
Christians in the city of Rome around 57 A.D. At that time, Rome
could be regarded as the metropolis of the world, the hub of a
mighty empire stretching from east of the Mediterranean to Gaul
and Britain. It had a large army, a great legal system with supreme
administration, and a state religion with its
temples and gods: almost, if not quite,
including Caesar the emperor. Unity and
loyalty were affirmed by taking the oath,
“Caesar is Lord” as a few grains of incense
were sprinkled on a small square Roman altar.
Many Christians suffered persecution even
martyrdom for refusing to take the oath. They
saw it as a contradiction of their baptismal
creed, “Jesus is Lord.”

The church in Rome was very young, new
and vulnerable, subject to waves of
persecution under successive emperors. If
anything went wrong in the empire, the policy
was to blame the Jews or Christians or both.

When this epistle was written, Rome had

temples and gods, but where was the Christian presence? There
was no Vatican, cathedral or church buildings. Christians were
a minority, meeting in a house probably down some back street,
which they approached as individuals or couples to avoid
attention. (Romans 16 verse 5) They met for instruction, ‘breaking
of bread,” agape fellowship or lovefeast, when news of other
churches and an apostolic letter would be received.

The epistle to the Romans is a letter, but it contains profound
and basic theology of the Christian faith. It claims the attention
of scholars and students as well as providing guidance, comfort
and inspiration to the most modest reader. An elderly lady said,
“There is a lot in Paul’s letter to the Romans that | do not
understand, but every time | come across a ‘therefore’ | get a
blessing.”

It may be helpful to use the word “therefore” as a point of
reference as we survey this open “book” of Romans. It occurs
twice in the first two chapters and the conclusion is one of sin
and condemnation. (Romans 1 v 24, 2 v 1) Paul in a series of
frank and straightforward statements takes the cover off the
society of his day, and beneath the veneer of art, architecture,
learning and religion reveals a “bondage of corruption”. The Law
can not justify us. It can only make us conscious of our sin and
fallen short of what God requires, so that “every mouth may be
silenced.” (Romans 3 vv19-20) There is no more to be said. The
more we say in self-justification only makes matters worse, Jew,
Greek and Gentile are accountable to God.

The Greek word for truth is aletheia, which can also be
translated “reality.” A popular modern phrase, especially among
the young, is “Get real.” To accept even an unpleasant condition
or situation as long as it is the truth can produce a strange sense
of relief. At least, we know what we are up against and can start
looking in the right direction for a real solution. Jesus said, “You
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Having given the bad but true news about the human
condition, Paul proceeds to give the good news, of which he had
given a hint in chapter one verse 16: “for | am not ashamed of

the Gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone who believes.” He begins with Abraham whose faith in
God and His promise was credited to Abraham as righteousness,
it was given to him as a result of his faith that what God promised
He was able to perform. Abraham’s subsequent activity was the
expression of his life faith in God.

Chapter five begins with “therefore, having been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Paul proceeds to explain in this chapter how this has come about,
using words such as justification (meeting the demands of
justice,) reconciliation, peace and love.

By the time we have reached chapter eight and taken the
Gospel message on board, we have progressed from sin and
condemnation to salvation and freedom. Chapter eight, coming
half-way numerically, is the apex, the mountain top of the epistle.

Here we have the fullness of God, the Holy
Trinity involved in our salvation and our
future: God sending His Son to meet the
requirements of the Law on our behalf, the
Holy Spirit of God and of Christ (vv 10 and
16) becomes a reality in our lives and we know
that we are God’s children. He is indeed our
Father. In the words of John Wesley, “we have
the assurance” just as it came to Wesley in
that room in Aldersgate Street, where Luther’s
commentary on this epistle was being read.
“There is, therefore, no condemnation to those
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk

Chapter 8, verse 8  according to the flesh, but according to the

Spirit.” From verse 18 to the end of the chapter,

the theme is of suffering. This would be
significant for the original recipients of this letter. The infamous
Nero was the emperor at this time. Paul refers to the sufferings
of this present time. God works for good to them that Love Him.
God is still for us. Christ Jesus intercedes for us and nothing in
all creation, past, present and future can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Chapters 9 to 11 contain Paul’s intense desire for the salvation
of his own people, Israel. Paul’s personal history of a strict Jewish
upbringing, miraculous conversion and Roman citizenship made
him by God’s grace the ideal person to be a missionary to the
Jews and an apostle to the Gentiles. The passage of time and
certainly eternity will reveal how the Divine Potter has worked
the clay to make us ‘fit for purpose’ in His service.

Chapters 12 to 16 - This final section begins with a ‘therefore,’
which suggests it should be read in the light of all that has gone
before. As with many of Paul’s letters, the doctrine comes first,
followed by its practical application to everyday life in church
and community. In view of God’s mercy, we are to be living
sacrifices. Is this a contradiction in terms? It is certainly a paradox.
Sacrifice under the old system was associated with death. Paul
has said we are to be dead towards sin and alive towards God.
Living sacrifices may be better understood if we reverse the
terms to “sacrificial living.” We see it in family life: a mother for
her child, a father for his family, Christians for their Lord, His
Church for the world.

Faith and commitment come first in heart and mind, its
practical expression is in body and lifestyle. Take time to read
the last chapter with its list of real people, occupations; hard
work for the Lord. Personalised theology in the letter to the
Romans:

Christian hearts in love united, seek alone in Jesus rest...

May our light ‘fore men with brightness.

From thy light reflected, shine; thus the world will

bear us witness
That we, Lord, are truly thine.

Dennis Monger
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The Passion Week readings were well attended and our
Good Friday service was as usual beautiful and moving.
Afterwards we were joined by members of local churches
who had walked to be with us for a short service on the
Church lawn. This was followed by tea and coffee and hot
cross buns in church. Easter Sunday started with early
morning service in church and then in the burial ground
where we remembered those who had died that year. After
singing hymns in the cupola we enjoyed an Easter breakfast
of fruit juice cereal scrambled eggs, tomatoes toast and
marmalade. At family service we brought posies which the
young people arranged on a cross. It looked beautiful and
was then left outside for all to admire. In the evening we
had Songs of Praise. A wonderful day. The Easter offerings
were for the charity Mercy Ships enabling Hospital ships
manned by volunteer doctors and nurses to go to parts of
Africa to help people who cannot get hospital care

On Easter Saturday we enjoyed the wedding of Emma
Harvey and Andy Startin. The weather could have been
better but there were only a few drops of rain and Emma
looked radiant and the bridesmaids very pretty. The
reception was great and later in the evening Chip Butties
were served much to everyone’s delight. The honeymoon
- a Caribbean Cruise!!

The local Treetops Hospice is near to the hearts of many
of our members who are pleased to support it in many
different ways. One of our more adventurous youngsters,
Charlotte Flint, took part in a skydive and we were happy
to sponsor her. We saw pictures of her jumping from the
plane and floating down to earth. It was most impressive
and we are very proud of her. A Treetops support group
arranged a concert in our Church and we enjoyed items by
the Bestwood Male voice Choir and by the Settlement singers
(and of course lovely refreshments. On Mothering Sunday
all the ladies received daffodils from the children and Sr.
Woolford reminded us of the origin of the day. She even
baked a Simnel cake for us to enjoy with our coffee after
the service .Other fundraising events include a Beetle Drive,
a Puds and Spuds night, and a great coffee morning
organized by the Girls Club.

We have had two baptisms recently. Benjamin Matthews
son of Jamie and Charlotte Matthews and Charles Alexander
Gibbs son of Ivan and Lindsey Gibbs and first grandchild
of John and Hazel Stone.

Our congratulations and best wishes to James Woolford
who has been accepted as a student for training for the full
time stipendiary ministry.

Marie Rose

Page 82

At Brockweir we receive many visitors each year and the
inevitable question is asked: “Who are the Moravians?” It’s
a very good question but needs an hour or three with crib
notes at hand! So, for the enlightenment of the general
public, Sr. Torkington wrote an interesting text, explaining
who we are and why such an oddly named church sits next
to the River Wye in Gloucestershire. David Bull designed a
splendid lay-out with colour pictures and we now have an
attractive and informative new notice board outside the
church.

Over Easter, three ‘retired’ ministers led our services
and we are grateful to Brs. Peter Gubi, Dennis Monger and
Rev. Patricia Pinkerton for their help, at this time. Attendance
during Holy Week was good most nights and we had 17
adults on Maundy Thursday, when Br. Monger celebrated
Holy Communion. On Easter Sunday, Rev. Patricia Pinkerton
led a Celebration Service with Holy Communion. The Easter
message of death, new life and resurrection was visibly
reinforced as we hld part of the service in God’s Acre and
remembered those who had died in the previous year. It
was a joyful service with an Easter egg hunt for the children
and eggs for the adults as they left.

On May 31st ten members of the congregation took part
in a Celebration of Christian Unity at the parish church of
St. Mary the Virgin in St. Briavels. It was a fascinating service
reflecting the good working links between the Church of
England, Church of Wales, Congregational Church and
Moravian Church within the lower Wye Valley. Mark James
preached the Whittington Purse sermon and after the service,
the ancient Whit Sunday custom of throwing bread and
cheese to the villagers took place, in order to retain the
right to cut wood from the Hudnalls.

We were saddened but not surprised to learn that Bishop
Torkington is to be relieved of her duties at Brockweir. We
are a quirky congregation and over the 7 years Sr. Torkington
has been our minister we have learnt a lot from each other
and have watched her emerge as a fine bishop, so keep on
dancing and thanks for the sheep! We welcome Br. Thom
Stapleton as our new minister and look forward to the
journey together.

Judith Ashton

BAPTISM
12th Apr 2009 Hannah Osei Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Naomi Osei Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Matthew Osei Harlesden
31st May 2009 Eva Joanne Watters Gracehill
12th Apr 2009 Amanda Awadzi Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Lesley Cameron Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Patrice King Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Rebekah Quildan Harlesden
12th Apr 2009  Christopher Burrell Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 Kingsley Daniels Harlesden
12th Apr 2009  Orlando Miller Harlesden
12th Apr 2009 David Degan Harlesden
20th May 2009  Arthur Price Leominster

CONFIRMATION

MEMBERSH

DE

We welcomed in the New Year, our 250th anniversary
year, at our usual Watchnight service. Later that day the first
special event took place - the wedding of Alistair Taylor and
Christine Thompson.

At our quarterly Lovefeast on the first Sunday of January
we had a PowerPoint review of 2008 and then looked forward
to all the special celebration services and events coming up
in the year ahead. The first of these was later in January
when we hosted the local Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Service with special guest speaker Rev Dr Johnston MacMaster
from the Irish School of Ecumenics.

The MWA, in full costume, conducted morning worship
on the last Sunday of January and told us about the history
of women in the Moravian Church.

At the beginning of February we held a very special
evening service to celebrate marriage. As many couples
married in our church as we could contact were personally
invited and together with family, friends and members of
congregation around 100 people attended. The church was
decorated with flowers and ribbons and candles. The organist
‘serenaded’ the couples before and after the service with
romantic music and there was an opportunity for the renewal
of vows. A PowerPoint of wedding photos reminded each
couple of their special day. The longest married couple had
tied the knot 54 years before and the bride was presented
with a posy of roses. The hall was decorated with red and
white balloons and silver and red table confetti for a cheese
and wine buffet after the service. It was a very happy occasion.

In March the 50 strong Ballyclare Male Voice Choir came
and gave a wonderful concert.

The 2nd April was a very special day indeed when we
hosted the Irish Council of Churches AGM. With over 100

On Sunday 25th January, Srs Barbara Cooke and Jean
Dawson were inaugurated as the new joint Presidents of
Churches Together in Gomersal and Birkenshaw for a term
of one year. All our prayers and good wishes go with them.

On the 7th February we joined in the celebration of the
marriage of Kevin Addison to Helen Rogerson. A wonderful
day was had by family and friends alike.

At the morning service on the 15th of March, Sr Lorraine
Shorten was presented with her Lay Preaching certificate
by Sr Sarah Groves who welcomed her to the official Lay
Preacher’s list. We wish her every blessing in her future
ministry.

It was with some degree of sadness that we held our
final service in Church on 22nd March, before our long
awaited repair and re-ordering programme began on the
following day. Several members worked very hard to move
everything out of Church and either into storage, or into
Sunday School, where we are holding our services until the
completion of the work, hopefully by the end of July. We
now look forward to a bright future. with a church building
in good repair with new toilet and kitchen facilities and

IPnew chairs replacing the pews, that will give us a multi
purpose building.
ATH

Norma Machell

delegates and guests coming from all over Ireland we had a
lot to do, but with a team of committed workers we had a
very successful day. It was perhaps appropriate that we were
the first organisation to use the conference facilities at the
newly restored ‘Old School’ (of BBC’s Restoration Village
fame). The ‘new’ school helped in lots of practical ways and
the Primary School choir sang before the opening service.
We were blessed with a beautiful warm sunny day - yes, sun
all day in Ireland!

As well as services and events there have been
competitions — art for the children and hymn-writing for the
adults. We await the results sometime this month.

The children were set a challenge to collect 5p’s for life-
saving Oral Rehydration Sachets for third world children
suffering from diarrhoea. | remember this UNICEF project
from when Sr. Marjorie Grubb inspired the children at
Ockbrook to collect. Since the beginning of the year we have
saved just over 600 lives, and the organisation, started in
the 1980’s has recently reached its 5 millionth life saved. It's
been great to see how the children have responded and to
watch them before church feeding their 5p’s into our special
money box.

Both local papers have given us plenty of publicity, writing
articles about the Settlement and 250 years of Moravian
presence in Gracehill and sending photographers to our
special services.

With a third of the year gone and much more celebrating
still to come, we give thanks for God’s many blessings in the
past and present, and look forward with anticipation to what
the future holds for us.

Jan Mullin

The spring sunshine finds Fulneck looking even more
picturesque, thanks to the hard work of church members.
Peace, Blessing, Genesis and Fellowship are just some of
the species of roses planted in the re-created Boys’ Brigade
gardens by Br. Bruce Newton. His efforts are appreciated
by residents and visitors alike.

David Adsetts has been busy with the brush, painting
the seemingly endless stretches of railings around the
church and school. Br. Adsetts was also instrumental in
Fulneck being given new street lamps, which enhance the
timeless appeal of the settlement. A dozen church members
worked hard in Holy Week to tidy the burial ground in
preparation for Easter morning.

Sr. Janet Newton and her helpers are as busy as ever,
providing fund-raising buffets and a sit-down meal, which
raised enough to buy a new oven for the Boys’ Brigade
building. The oven was ‘christened’ with a meal for bishops
and ministers.

Members gathered for a party in honour of Sr. Mollie
Hinchcliffe’s ‘special’ birthday. It was also good to see the
Rev. Wilfred Mortimore back in church and looking well
after a spell in hospital.

In the autumn it is hoped to stage another evening of
light music in the church as a tribute to our much missed
organist Colin Briggs. Colin was the driving force behind
last year’s concert and died less than four weeks later. But
the abiding memory that most people have of Colin, is of
him at the close of the concert, sitting at the organ console,
smiling and acknowledging the applause of the audience.

Dick Porter
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June 29th/2nd July In service Training at Sarum College, Salisbury

At the end of July Brothers and
Sisters from all parts of the Moravian
Unity will be gathering here in the
British Province as we host the Unity
Synod at the High Leigh Conference

9th Unity Prayer Watch in the British Province ends.

15th/16th PEC, BMB, Unitas Estates Meetings The PEC

28th Unity Synod begins at High Leigh Conference
Centre until 7th. August Sr Morten

. August
Centre. Unity Synod takes place every .
7 years and moves around from region 7th - Unity Synod P:nds .
to region and this is the first time that 19th/20th PEC, BMB, Unitas Estates Meetings The PEC
a full Unity Synod has ever been held
in our province. Whilst the cost of the
Synod is borne by the Unity Fund, to I am delighted to be able to announce that Br
which all Provinces subscribe, Derrick Purnell of the Ockbrook Congregation and
nevertheless it is a great privilege to Br Russell Winfield of the Fetter Lane Congregation
be able to host this important occasion have been accepted as students in training for full
in our Province. Please pray for all the 1909 Herrnhut, Germany time Church service commencing this autumn, 2009.

delegates that they may have safe
travel and all the work of the Synod
that the decisions taken might
strengthen the Unity of our Church
and enable it to go forward with God’s
grace and guidance.

1914 Herrnhut, Germany
1931 Herrnhut, Germany
1957 Bethlehem, USA

1967 Potstejn, Czech Republic
1974 Kingston, Jamaica

1981 Herrnhut, Germany

| cannot remember the last time that the Province
had 4 students in training at the same time and |
truly believe that the Spirit is moving in our Church
and we must seize the moment. Please pass on this
wonderful and positive news to your congregations.

1988 Antigua, EWI Please remember Brn Derrick Purnell, Russell
Rev. R. Hopcroft 1995 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania Winfield, James Woolford and Peter Gubi in your
Chairman of the Provincial Board 2002 Bethlehem, USA prayers as they prepare themselves for their studies

Away from home. Away from family
and friends. Times of danger and times
of fear.

Lord God, Creator of land and sea, bless those
who work at sea. Be with them in fair weather and
foul, in danger or distress. Strengthen them when
weary, lift them up when down and comfort them
when far from their loved ones. In this life, bring them
safely to shore and, in the life to come, welcome them
to your kingdom. For Jesus Christ's sake. Amen

God grant us the strength to voyage on. Give us
the courage to believe in your kingdom, in your light
in our darkness, and your love in our lives. For Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen

Steer the ship of my life, good Lord, to the quiet
harbour, where | can be safe from the storms of sin
and conflict. Show me the course | should take. Renew
me in the gift of discernment, so that | can always
see the right direction in which | should go; and give
me the strength and courage to choose the right
course, even when the sea is rough and the waves are
high, knowing that through enduring hardship and
danger we shall find comfort and peace.

(St Basil of Caesarea).
Prayers taken from www.missiontoseafarers.org.uk

this autumn.

Unity Synod is the constitutional body that represents the international
Moravian Church. It meets every seven years to discuss and pray about the
work of the Moravian Church across the world. This year the Unity Synod
will take place in England and will start on 27th July and continue until 8th
August. Please pray for all the preparations being made for the Synod, the
traveling arrangements for all the representatives and officials attending
and for the work of the Synod itself.

The Church of Christ that he hath hallowed here,

To be his house, is scattered far and near;

In north and south, and east and west abroad,

And yet in earth and heaven, through Christ her Lord,
The Church is one.

O Spirit of the Lord, all life is thine,
Now fill thy Church with life and power divine,
That many children may be born to thee,
And spread thy knowledge like the boundless sea,
To God’s great praise.
Catherine Winkworth

From Rudyard Kipling’s poem ‘The Glory of the Garden’

And some can pot begonias and some can bud a rose,

And some are hardly fit to trust with anything that grows;

But they can roll and trim the lawns and sift the sand and loam,
For the Glory of the Garden occupieth all who come.

O Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees

That half a proper gardener’s work is done upon his knees;

And when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away!

And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away!
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